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Here are some quick and fun ways to use this story to help
children build important alphabet recognition skills.

Ask children to find big E and small e at the top of the front cover. Review the long E/e and
short E/e sounds with children. Can they find two words in the title that begin with the letter
E/e? Read the title aloud, emphasizing the E/e sound as appropriate.

Flip the book over and read the story summary on the back cover. Ask children to point out
words they hear or see that begin with E/e. Explain that the story you are about to read
includes many more words that begin with the letter E/e. Can they help you find them?

Read the story aloud once for pleasure and enjoy together the whimsical illustrations. Then
reread the book, emphasizing the initial E/e sound in the appropriate words. Ask children to
listen closely for and identify all the words that start with E/e. Point out these words in the text,
and make a list of them.

Write each of the words from your list on an unlined index card. Read each word on the cards
aloud with children. On another reading of the story, children can match the words on the
index cards with the words in the story.

Pages 14-15 of the book depict a busy scene full of E/e words. Some of these words have
been introduced in the story, but a few are new. Ask children to find as many E/e words 
as they can. Add any new words to your list. The E/e words depicted in the scene include: 
elephant, eels, elk, eggplants, eggs, exit. (Children may come up with other E/e words on
their own!)

Read aloud the cheer on page 16 several times, with lots of energy and enthusiasm. Invite 
children to join you in reciting the cheer when they feel ready. Encourage them to find any 
new E/e words in the cheer. Again, add these words to your list.

Don’t let your exploration of the letter E/e end with the story! Display your list of words in a
place where children can easily see it. During the rest of the day or week, children can add
new E/e words that they encounter in other books, on signs, on food labels, and so on.
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To my elegant niece, Madeleine —
of whom I'm ENORMOUSLY proud!
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Elvin the Elephant is waiting backstage.
To start his show, just turn the page.

Let me entertain you...
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Elvin the Elephant makes an E out of eels!
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Elvin the Elephant tosses eggplants to seals!
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Elvin the Elephant does excellent dives!
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Elvin the Elephant bakes elderberry pies!
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Elvin the Elephant pulls an elk from a hat!
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Elvin the Elephant sends e-mail to his cat!
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Elvin the Elephant models elegant clothes!
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Elvin the Elephant skates with eggs on his toes!
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Elvin the Elephant climbs evergreen trees!
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Elvin the Elephant eats a mountain of peas!
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Elvin the Elephant exercises with a cow!
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Elvin the Elephant takes an enormous bow!

Encore!

Encore! Encore!

Encore!
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How many things can you find 
that begin with the letter E?
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See page      for answers.
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Ee Cheer
E is for elephant, E is for ear
E is for elk, a kind of deer
E is for egg, elbow, and eye
E is for eagle that soars through the sky
Hooray for E, big and small—
the most excellent, exciting letter of all!
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Here are some quick and fun ways to use this story to help
children build important alphabet recognition skills.

Ask children to find big E and small e at the top of the front cover. Review the long E/e and
short E/e sounds with children. Can they find two words in the title that begin with the letter
E/e? Read the title aloud, emphasizing the E/e sound as appropriate.

Flip the book over and read the story summary on the back cover. Ask children to point out
words they hear or see that begin with E/e. Explain that the story you are about to read
includes many more words that begin with the letter E/e. Can they help you find them?

Read the story aloud once for pleasure and enjoy together the whimsical illustrations. Then
reread the book, emphasizing the initial E/e sound in the appropriate words. Ask children to
listen closely for and identify all the words that start with E/e. Point out these words in the text,
and make a list of them.

Write each of the words from your list on an unlined index card. Read each word on the cards
aloud with children. On another reading of the story, children can match the words on the
index cards with the words in the story.

Pages             of the book depict a busy scene full of E/e words. Some of these words have
been introduced in the story, but a few are new. Ask children to find as many E/e words 
as they can. Add any new words to your list. The E/e words depicted in the scene include: 
elephant, eels, elk, eggplants, eggs, exit. (Children may come up with other E/e words on
their own!)

Read aloud the cheer on page       several times, with lots of energy and enthusiasm. Invite 
children to join you in reciting the cheer when they feel ready. Encourage them to find any 
new E/e words in the cheer. Again, add these words to your list.

Don’t let your exploration of the letter E/e end with the story! Display your list of words in a
place where children can easily see it. During the rest of the day or week, children can add
new E/e words that they encounter in other books, on signs, on food labels, and so on.

sssssssssssssssssssssssssssss

Reading Tips

No part of this publication may be reproduced in whole or in 
part or stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or 
by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, 
or otherwise, without written permission of the publisher. 
For information regarding permission, write to 
Scholastic Inc., 555 Broadway, New York, NY 10012.

Produced by Imagination Ink., based on a design by Kathy Massaro.

ISBN: 0-439-16528-8

Copyright © 2001 by Scholastic Inc.

All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A.

To my elegant niece, Madeleine —
of whom I'm ENORMOUSLY proud!
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