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Here are some quick and fun ways to use this story to help
children build important alphabet recognition skills.

Ask children to find big N and small n at the top of the front cover. Review the N/n sound with
children. Can they find two words in the title that begin with the letter N/n? Read the title
aloud, emphasizing the N/n sound as appropriate.

Flip the book over and read the story summary on the back cover. Ask children to point out
words they hear or see that begin with N/n. Explain that the story you are about to read
includes many more words that begin with the letter N/n. Can they help you find them?

Read the story aloud once for pleasure and enjoy together the whimsical illustrations. Then
reread the book, emphasizing the initial N/n sound in the appropriate words. Ask children to
listen closely for and identify all the words that start with N/n. Point out these words in the text,
and make a list of them.

Write each of the words from your list on an unlined index card. Read each word on the cards
aloud with children. On another reading of the story, children can match the words on the
index cards with the words in the story.

Pages 14-15 of the book depict a busy scene full of N/n words. Some of these words have
been introduced in the story, but a few are new. Ask children to find as many N/n words as
they can. Add any new words to your list. The N/n words depicted in the scene include: newts,
nail, newspaper, necklace, net, nest, nut, nine. (Children may come up with other N/n words
on their own!)

Read aloud the cheer on page 16 several times, with lots of energy and enthusiasm. Invite 
children to join you in reciting the cheer when they feel ready. Encourage them to find any 
new N/n words in the cheer. Again, add these words to your list.

Don’t let your exploration of the letter N/n end with the story! Display your list of words in a
place where children can easily see it. During the rest of the day or week, children can add
new N/n words that they encounter in other books, on signs, on food labels, and so on.
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Nate is a very nice newt.

Nate, you are 
the nicest newt!

 

A
lp

ha
Ta

le
s:

 T
he

 N
ic

es
t N

ew
t ©

 S
ch

ol
as

tic
 T

ea
ch

in
g 

R
es

ou
rc

es

3



Nate brings his father the newspaper.

How nice, Nate.
Thank you.
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Nate helps his neighbors.

Nate, you are 
a very nice neighbor!
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Nate is never noisy when his mother 
is working.

Shhhh! Noisy newts
are not very nice!
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At noon, Nate neatly folds the napkins 
for lunch.

Noodle casserole 
and nectarines.

What’s for lunch?
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After lunch, Nate tucks his nine brothers 
in for naps.

Have a nice nap.
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Nate helps his sister learn her numbers.

Look Nate, 
nine nuts!
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Nate always keeps his room neat.

Nice job, Nate.
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Nate loans his friend Natalie a nickel 
so she can buy a new necklace.

Nate, you are a
very nice friend.

A
lp

ha
Ta

le
s:

 T
he

 N
ic

es
t N

ew
t ©

 S
ch

ol
as

tic
 T

ea
ch

in
g 

R
es

ou
rc

es

11



Being nice can make a newt hungry. 
Nate needs a snack. 
He sees a cake that Nana Newt 
has made for dessert.

Nobody will mind if
I have a nibble.
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Nate nibbles and nibbles on the cake. 
Soon, there is none left.

Oh, no! That wasn’t
very nice.
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Sometimes, even nice newts are naughty.
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Nate, you have
frosting on your nose!
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How many things can you find 
that begin with the letter N?
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See page       for answers.
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Nn Cheer
N is for newt, noodle, and nose
N is for needle to sew torn clothes
N is for newspaper, nut, nail, and nest
N is for nap, when you need to rest
Hooray for N, big and small—
the niftiest, neatest letter of all!
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Here are some quick and fun ways to use this story to help
children build important alphabet recognition skills.

Ask children to find big N and small n at the top of the front cover. Review the N/n sound with
children. Can they find two words in the title that begin with the letter N/n? Read the title
aloud, emphasizing the N/n sound as appropriate.

Flip the book over and read the story summary on the back cover. Ask children to point out
words they hear or see that begin with N/n. Explain that the story you are about to read
includes many more words that begin with the letter N/n. Can they help you find them?

Read the story aloud once for pleasure and enjoy together the whimsical illustrations. Then
reread the book, emphasizing the initial N/n sound in the appropriate words. Ask children to
listen closely for and identify all the words that start with N/n. Point out these words in the text,
and make a list of them.

Write each of the words from your list on an unlined index card. Read each word on the cards
aloud with children. On another reading of the story, children can match the words on the
index cards with the words in the story.

Pages             of the book depict a busy scene full of N/n words. Some of these words have
been introduced in the story, but a few are new. Ask children to find as many N/n words as
they can. Add any new words to your list. The N/n words depicted in the scene include: newts,
nail, newspaper, necklace, net, nest, nut, nine. (Children may come up with other N/n words
on their own!)

Read aloud the cheer on page       several times, with lots of energy and enthusiasm. Invite 
children to join you in reciting the cheer when they feel ready. Encourage them to find any 
new N/n words in the cheer. Again, add these words to your list.

Don’t let your exploration of the letter N/n end with the story! Display your list of words in a
place where children can easily see it. During the rest of the day or week, children can add
new N/n words that they encounter in other books, on signs, on food labels, and so on.
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