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TO CHARLIE




MARCH
Mnh&n}x_‘
Mom's qlwn?‘s 5n75h3 that friends will come and g0
bot 1Cd.h1i|?’ is forever. "ﬂlt“, it ﬁwﬂ"s true, I could
be in for a raug,h ride.

T mean, T love my {amil},‘ and all, but T'm JUS"‘
hot sure we were meant to LIVE -I‘nse-l‘}\er. Ma.ybe
A1l be better later on when were all in different
\'\ousas and nhlpﬂ see Eﬂ.‘-’:"\ aﬂw&r on hclidn?(s, but
ris}\‘r now H‘xihss are Ju5+ a litte clir.ey.




T'm surprised Moms alwafs pushing the "anily“
message, Since she and her sisters don+t re.nll}r
get along. May{:e she thinks if she keePs
repeating it to me and my brothers, +hen well
come out different. But if T was her, T wouldn+

hold my breath.

T +hink Mom is Just +r>.!ih3 to make me feel
better about my situation with Rowiey anyway.
Rowley's been my best friend ever since he moved
into m?J migh{)or%nad . bu+t *}\Jhss have r‘ta“)r
chahsed between us r‘er.erw-l'l)r.

And s all becavse of a GIRL.

Believe me, 'H'xe las+ person in 'H\e war|d I. ever
‘|‘l‘ﬁuu3"}+ would 5&1’ a Sirlfrizhd was ROWLEY.
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T alwn?fs +hau3B+ I'D be the one in 4 r-:laﬁahsh.’?
and P\awley would be the guy everyone kind of
felt+ sm"r)( for.

GREG JR., WOULD
YOU-LIKE-TO-GIVE
A HOT DOG TO

MR. ROWLEY?

i guess I‘uz aa-l* ‘o 31’?& Rnwle?l some crecli-l' for
dc+l..ld“?‘ {ih&ihﬁ a Sir! who likes him. But T don+
have +o be HAPPY about it.

Bn{:k n H‘\E soad oH dn:,rs, it was J'-"5+ me dhcl:
Rowltf, and we huhﬂ out and did whatever we
wahted. T{ we felt like Hawih& bubbles in our
chocolate milk at lunch, then +hat’s E.xntﬂy what
we d-d




But now that there’s a girl in the picture, things
are |OTALLY difr-lrtr‘-tht

THAT'S
IMMATURE!

".

727

Wherever Rawley is, his Sir|frieh& Ab.’ﬂdjl s, too.
And even if she ISN'T 4here, i+ SEEMS like she
is. T invited Rowl-t?f +o my house for a sleePcver
last weekend so +he +wo of us could sFe'nd some
+ime -I'ase-l‘her, but after about two hours T gave
up 'I'r?!iha +o }xu'vz nh)v' fun.

NO, YOU'RE
CUTER! HEE

HEE HEE! O
)




And when the two of them are in the same Flnce,,
s even WORSE. Ever since Rawley and Abiﬂdii
9ot -I'nse-l'her, it's like Rawle?r doesnt even have his
own OPINIONS anymore.

SO WHAT DID
YOU THINK

I wds koFihs 'H'\is wnuH‘ve all blown over {ar now
and ﬂwihﬂs would be back to normal, but there’s
no_sigh of +his ending nh;{'h'mt sooh.

HAPPY NINE-
AND-A-HALF-DAY
ANNIVERSARY!



1é you ask me, its ALREADY gone too {ar.
Tve started hoticing lit++le chahﬁts n 'Rawle?f,
like +he way he combs his hair and the clothes
he wears. And T GUARANTEE you, Abisaii is
behind all of it.

But I'™ 4he one who's been best friends with
Rowl&y

all these years, so o rmyn'ne has the riﬂH‘ to
chnh&e }\ih , its ME.

I Ju5+ dah‘i' 5=+ }\nw ?(ou cah go from beihs
someone s bes+ {rithd to Stﬁiha llir.l:tc{ to +’nt
curb. But 'H'\d.‘lr‘s udcﬂ){ w}\u’r hd??th&&.

Pur‘ih& '|+\e winter, me nh& Rnwie;f 5+cr=& up some
shawbnns in m}l -Frr.r.z.er 50 we ::ouH \'m\rr: a smwbn“
-Fia}\-l' when ﬂ'\e weather 5:::-{' warm.
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P

We“, yesﬁrdn?f was -I‘l'xe first nice dny we Ve }\nd n
forever 4 but wheh j: went over +o Rowltf‘s hnuse
\'\t m:‘fzd |ike \'\E was ‘oo saod for me.

A\ /SORRY, WERE
, [ "OCCUPIED AT
, THE MOMENT.

&

\ U

T
LY

’ﬂ\e H‘\ihg is, I can hahesﬂy sn?l '_I:}".f& been nice
to Abiﬁnﬂ, but SHE doesnt like ME. She's been
+r;fih5 to drive a w:clgt between me and Ruwl:?'
ever since the two of them became 4 couple.



But whenever T +r>,‘ to bﬁhﬁ +he +c-?i~: up +o
'Rowlcf, i get the same ﬂ‘-.iha every time.

YOURE JUST
JEALOUS! YOU'RE
JUST JEALOUS!

W el - L]

T wish T codld give Rowh?' a piece of oy mind
bt T CAN'T becavse Tm de?ehdihg on him 4o
3&* me ‘t‘hrnu&l'\ ‘H‘\t St}\nu| }(enr.

T have Mr. Blakelr for Ehslish, and he makes
us turn in all our assignments in cursive. But it
r&n";/ \'\ur'fs rn?r hnh& wheh I write in cursive
for too lon , So I.‘\'e beern payina Rowley one
o, i s ¥
?Edhu‘l’ butter cr‘ncker for E\.fer?! page 'ﬂ\n'lr 1‘11:

+ranscribes for me.




But if T have to start writing my OWN
assighrne'n’rs, +he hah&wr[-l‘ihs on n?f homework
won+ be the same as before, and Mr. Bh:ktl)f

will know.

So Tm stuck with Rowle?', at least until T can
#h& someghne w}\n can write em-:+|?; like him ahd

who also likes peanut butter crackers.

But the biggest problem with this Abigail
situation isnt +he E.hshsh homework , it's the
walk 4o school. Me and Rowlﬂ.‘)r used to head in
+a3e-l‘l'\ar every morning, but now Row|t?/ goes
over to Abisnirs heisq'xbnr\'\ood nh:.J; walks o
school with HER.




This is an issve for a COUPLE of reasons. For

ohe, me and Rawley have o deal where he's in
-:hnrsc of scouting ahead for clos poop on +he
sidewalk. And +hat arrangement has saved me a
BUNCH of 4imes.

Sy
There’s this one &us +hat really has i+ in for me
and Rowle;;, and we have to kEEP our Suar& up

whenever we pass b?« his house. He's this renll?z
mean Rottweiler named Rebel , nhc{ H-: used +to StJr
out of \'\is rnr& nhd chnSe us onh our wny to Sr.hcm!.




Rebel's owner had to install an electric fence +o
make sure he couldnt get loose. Now Rebel cant
r}msa us, because if he takes one 5+t? out of his
yard, Ke'll get a shock from his collar.

E.'u'er sihce me d.hcl Rnwh&?’ Fauhc.J: out about Rebel’s

electric collar, we Ve been \'\nvih\ﬁ some fun wiﬂ'\ ]'\:'r-:.

OOPS! LOOKS
LIKE T DROPPED
MY SANDWICH!

But Rebel 'Fiﬂurr.& out Jr\'\u.‘l” as lnhs a5 l‘\is
COLLAR doesnt cross over the ?ro?crjrf line,
he won+ 5¢+ shocked.
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And if T didnt have Rawla?( wnﬂ}\ihﬂ out for me,
T dt‘ﬁhi-l'elf would ve s+ePFEd on one of Rebel’s

land mines b?; Now.

The other reason i+ stinks that Rawla?t ish
walkihﬂ with me is becavse, with the school year
wih&ihﬂ dowh; -H-\e -I'eachers hrwe re::“;; been
'lﬂn&ihs us up wi‘H'\ homewclrk hﬁt!?f.

That means T have 4o take almost all rn:f books
hame wi-l'l\ me e\rer?f &n?'.

]""l)f baclyjs not built o tn.rr*?f +hat kind of weis}x‘r,

but Rowiey is ?rm:'lricu”?‘ like o ?nck ahimal, so its
ho ?m{‘rlem for HIM.
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Uhfar-l‘uha-fd?r, Rawley is just as wi“ihs to Hel?
A{zisail with HER bocks, which makes me think
+he ﬂhi}( reason shes even with him is to USE him.

And as ROH'E?{.S soad friend, T find that a
lttle hard +o take.
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T -Fisure& out a Freﬂ'?' 309& solution +o my book
?r-::{lltm. This morhing T borrowed the roller {'ma
Dad uses when he goes on trips, and tarryihg all

my school stuff was no sweat.

T was able 4o make ?re++>f 3&::& +ime, too, but
+hat's ?dr-ﬁally becavse T walked a little extra
fast when T went ’D)z Mr. Sandoval’s house.

Before a snowstorm, Mr. Sandoval nlwn?'E puts ?ales
in the around on erther sige ot his driveway so the
n the ground on either side of his driveway so th
31;)( w’na ?|nw5 it kmws w}\er‘e -H-\e Pnuerneh-f 5.

The last time i+ snowed, me and Rowle?( Plucke&
+he ?nlzs out of Mr. Sandoval’s )fnrd angd started
horsih& drauhd wi‘l"n Jr\'\tm.

i



But 'I: quess we didnt F“+ -H-\e sticks back in
E!I:I.C.“'!?( 'H\E ris‘\'f ?hce, because w}\ﬂh Jr"\r: 317 came

1o F!cw Mr. SuHJc‘u’nrs dri\rewny, he was oft {J?(
about ten feet.

<
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Mr. Sandoval has been waiting for me and Rowlt?r

to show our faces in front of his house aaqih
so he can let us have i+, but T'm not rmd)/ for
that conversation just yet ESPECIALLY ro+t

b}( rn;;sd{.

My, thc{'a‘u’nrs hot ﬂ'\e ONLY c{nh&zr between r-:?r
hausa nh:.Jl sc}wah Jrhaug}\.

E,uer since -H\e?: s+ar+ed &cihg construction on
Gramma's street, we Ve }'\ncl +o take a detour on
‘H’\E walk i‘\ume. Ahd ‘H’m'f bﬂ'hss us r[sh-l' b}/ -l"ne
woods where the Mingo kids ]rm'ns out.
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T dont ﬁﬁuuliy krow a whole lot about the Mihaa
kids. TVe mever seen any of them in school, so for
all T krow ‘H‘\t){ Just live in the woods like a ?atk

of wild animals.

T.'n not even sure if -I'\\ere are ah‘y ?arf:h-l‘s or
grown-ups in +he whole Mihsu clan. T've heard
their leader is +his {}a‘y named Me:kley who alwa?zs
wears o ‘hh;: ‘h:? dhd a belt le'\ a sisnh'bc metal
buckle on i.

MECKLEY MINGO

1/



One time me and Row|c7' got oo close +o the
wnads ahd one of -H'n: Mihsc ki&s came out 1o let

s J:huw.

/”YOU COME NEAR
\[ OUR WOODS
/ ] AGAIN, MECKLEY'S

conna GIT vour

T stll not sure what he meant b}( +hat, but if
Mecklty‘s bel+ buckle was gohna be involved in an
wd‘}/, I dic{h"f want to stick nruuh& +to Fih& out.

Now +that T'm wnlkihs home on Py own, 1 have
to cross to the other side of the street when T
get near +he Mihscs* woods. 1+ wouldnt be a {:.’3
&edl r.xctF'f ‘H'\r:rf:js ho si&r.wnlk over ‘r\‘xer&, n'r'-.c.J:
+hat cant be Scad for Dads roller {‘mﬂ.
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Moms neticed T haven+ been hnhaihﬂ out with
Rowley |a+e|y. She said T shouldnt get +oo worked
up over i+ because mos+ Frieh&shi?s from childhood
dont last and that me and Rawle;; will Froan?'
grow nPd‘r’*: aVer ‘H‘\e f&nrs nh)rwn?'.

Well, T }\a?e thats not true, becavse T think
s im?cr-l‘ah-l' for me to kee? rn?l childhood friends
50 +:|'\n+ later on someone can nP?rtcin‘h: how {ar

Ii’ue come.

WHY, 1 SUPF'OSE
IT IS' YES, I}




Tr not so sure Moms ciuaiificcl to give me

-Ifrieh&shi? advice d.h?f'h"d?’, because guy {rieh&s]ni?s
are TOTALLY different from girl friendships.
And T know becavse TVve read almost every single
book in the Slumber Pnr-f;/ Pals series.

me Slumber
Party Pals,,

Best
Frenemies

Boyfriend _
Trouble @

Before you Judat me ahd say +hose books are for
GIRLS, let me Just ex\:la;h that +he nhly redason
I ﬁo* into H‘\Eh was because one time I {arsa'f
to br.’ha in a book for Silent Rzn&ihs, and the
chl}( books 'H'\e Jrent!'\er‘ hnc{' were in ‘r\‘\e Slumber
Pnr-t?/ Pals series. And once ycu’ue reag ONE of
them, P;ou can+ s+r;:?.
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There must be samﬂnihg like a hundred books in
-l'\wa-l' Series. 'ﬂwe first -I*hér-ly or so were PFE-H)’
30-::&, but after -H'm-l' I -Hwihk -I‘hf: author started

ruhhihs out of idtds.

ﬁfﬂsﬁey f.oses
a ‘Mitien

Ah?'wd?', in the Slumber Par‘!‘y Pals books +hese
+wo friends are uiwazys getting into -ﬁﬂ}ﬁ‘s with
each other about litte stuff.

WELL, YOU ONLY
WANTED TO WEAR
IT BECAUSE YOU
KNEW JUSTIN
WOULD BE THERE!

YOU USED UP ALL MY
PURPLE LIP GLOSS
BECAUSE YOoU KNEW 1

WANTED TO WEAR IT
TO THE ROLLER RINK!

21



But after a while %in&s niwn?rs cool down and the
3irls learn +he +rue meaning of {riehdshi?.

AND I'™ SORRY

I KISSED JUSTIN
AT THE
ROLLER RINK.

e O i
USED UP
YOUR LIP

GLOSS!

And +hat's basimll}( +he ?lcﬂ' of every single book
in the Slumber Party Pals series. Wlell, that might
be +he wu)/ ﬂ'\ihﬁs work with GIRLS, but T w@n
+ell you firsthand +hat its NOT +he Wy it
works with BOYS.

For bays, +1'\ih35 are just a lot less -:c-m?Hca-l‘e.d.
For example, let's say ohe guy breaks sar--e-'r\wihs
'H'm'l‘ Le|ah35 ‘o u.mﬂxer Suy’, but it's ‘h:'ha“y' an
ncci:{th‘l‘. Well N five 5tcoh$s later e\rer‘?fbc&?(‘s moVed
on nh:.Jg Jrhih&s are PI’E‘H’PI muc"\ back 4o rormal.
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WE CAN ALWAYS
JUST WATCH TV
AT MY HOUSE!

T dont know if that means guys are less
Sn?}misﬁtn'facl +]ndh 5:’r|5 ar w%n‘f&\'zr, but I. DO
know Jrhd‘!’ ‘H‘\E wn?' we c{n ‘l"l'\ihgs sure saves a lot
of +ime nhcl th&l“e_}(.

F.r‘ig[n;g
T hate 1o say i, but Moms ?redic-hoh about me
nh& P\awlt)l is s+nr+i'n3 to come true.

E.‘n.rer since A{‘.tigd.i! nhc{ Rowlv_?( So+ 'hJSEJr,ner 3
Abiﬂnii }\ns been SiHihs at our |uhc\\ ‘h:bh:, whic’n
is all boys. I nlrtn&)! mh‘riohe& }\aw she‘s hot a
fan of the chocolate milk buth-blawihS H‘\ihﬂ,
but theres a lot of OTHER stuff she doesnt
like, either.
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One of them is +he Five-Second Rule. All the 9uys
at our +able agree that if yov &rop a piece of food
on the floor, as long as you ?icl: it vp within five

seconds, its still OK 4o eat.

A new +wist someone came vp with rece'n-’rl?’ s that
you can Srafa a piece of food off the floor even

if YOU'RE not the one who nc+uall?f DROPPED
4. Tve lost 4wo chocolate CHF cookies and a
Fuc{aside Jr'm:.‘r wu?' n|r&uc_br.




This hew rule has cavsed some other ?ra{*-le.m.s,
-I'haush. Yas-l'er&a:,', Freddie Harlahan ate a piece
of Kham off the floor because he ﬂ'\uush'l‘ Car
Pumas :JraPPed , but it was ad’umlly there from
+he group that had lunch BEFORE us.

T+ nﬁgh-ﬁ& even been there from before THAT,
because Freddie s-l'nr-l'e& +o feel sick and mde& up
in +1'\E hurse s office for ‘H'IE rest of Jrl'\t cln)(.

(MMRF) FIVE-
SECOND RULE!
(CHOMP)

A

Scmﬂ[hﬂ tells me Jr.'ne;{ &ohur 1'\&\'!: ‘H’\& Five-
Secnhd Rule at 'H‘\E +able Abiﬂnil use:i = 3 B o -
or Prubnblf any of the OTHER S,irlsj +ables,
either. Another +hih3 TN bet ﬂ‘\e?f dont have is
French Fr?' Fr;&nys.
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‘nwty serve {:urscrs in the cafeteria cvcr)/ Fricln),',
but the meat is Srd'f and tastes like a wet sponge.
PLUS, ‘H‘\t}l serve sweet potato fries now instead

of resuhr french fries.

But Nolan quso's mom works Far+~+£rne in +he
H}rar)r, and every ‘{:r.'du)r she brihss Nolan a
cheesaburﬁer and fries from -’rh!: fas+-food Flace

on the corner.

Nolan eats his fries, but he a.|wm>15 lets +he res+
of us hd\rt whni‘t‘u’er falls out into H‘\E {‘.-cns. Ah&
1:,\-'11 seen ]:icls Frdcﬁcnﬂy come 1o blows over a

few tal& 'Fr‘r.h-::}\ fries.
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We decided the ohlf way to prevent someohe Lrom
getting hurt was +o SFIH‘ +he fries up euahly, so
we brcusH' in Alex Aruda 4o J:’Wy +hem and give

E‘faryuhe an Equal number.

The rest of us kee\: an eye oh Alex 4o make sure
he's rot +nkih3 any extra for himself.

Some kids eat all their fries at once, but T nibble
mine real slow to make them last as luhﬂ as Fussi{:l&.

B
. ; - GOBBLE -
NBBLE - SMACK..

HIBELE

But no matter I-\uw rnd.h?l fries we 3&1‘, A's never

EhﬂUﬂh. "E:nln)( +'nf:re were ahl)( THREE {ries in
+he bdﬂ, and we had 4o split them ten ways.
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So you had a -:ou?lt of kids ?n?/ihs Nolan a dime
each just o smell +he fries on his breath. And T
think thats what made Abigail F.'mu?, decide +o
look {or another ?ldtt to sit.

When A{aiﬁa.’l moved +o a different +d.’b!e, she
+ook Rawle.)r with her. But that's fine with ME
because i+ means more french fries for +he rest

of us.

Abiga;l and Rowley moved to the Cnu?hs Table,
which is the ahly place in the whole cafeteria where
there’s still room to sit. After the Valentine's ])a:f
&nhce, almost all 'H'xe 'CGUF!ES in our Srncie broke
up, so Ruwiey nh& Abisdﬂ &idh"f ]nd"uft nhPJ +rouble
finding a spot.
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The reason the couples have a whole +able all 4o
-I'herv:selw:s is because no one else can s-hm& 4o be
around them. Let me Just say +hat you couldnt
PAY me 4o sit and watch A{:ianii feed Rnwle?- his

?U&Aihs evary Aa?(,

The SECOND +hat Rawie?’ and Abisa,ii lef+ our
+able, +wo 3“}’5 slid ris}\-}‘ into their ern?-!')r s?a-l's.
There arent a:houﬂh seats in the cafeteria for all
'I'l'\e kicls N our iuhch Period, SO ‘l’l'\r:r‘t‘s nr.*runllr a
line to 3=+ ohe.

Tf ?’au didnt get a seat on the firs+ cin)r of
school, XDU were out of luck. There are some kids
w\'\a l‘\ﬂ."u’E been wni‘!’ihﬂ since 5tF+EmbEr, dhd 'H'\E?‘J”
?robabl?f STILL be waiting for a seat on the last
&n?' of school.
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T feel ?rtﬁf luck?f I got a seat, because +he
?m?le who didnt aeﬁ‘ one have 4o find a F|nr.e +o
st ah?fw\werr. ‘H‘\t?( can.

-1-’,'%l

.I.L?l "{'
&

#.

The kids in the middle of the line have Pre-H'y
nuc}\ 3}veh up hu?e -I'q-\:ﬁ -l'he?J'rE gonna 3'3"' a
seat, so some of Jr\'\em 'nn"ufr. S‘fnr‘htc{ SE:"r'hS 'ﬂ'\ﬁr'r
spots to +he kids behind them. T heard +ha+
Bm&y Connor sold his position at +he number-
fifteen sFa'I‘ to Glenn Harris, who was one SFG‘I'

bnck, for five dollars and an ice-cream sandwich.




Uhfarﬂmhl)/ for me, the +wo kids in +he
front of the line were Tarl Dremmell and his
+win brother, Ah&){, and +}~.e7 +ook Abisuil and
Rawleyls sFo-fs. Earl and Ah&f have Phys Ed
'ns}ﬁr before lunch, and those 3”}(5 both fake
+heir 37m showers, Just like T do.

T ven ﬂwuus\-\ T sit at a table with a bunch

of 9vys, T wouldn4 call d.h?f of them oy actual
FRIENDS Bttnust anEh Wwe }\Eﬂ& au‘rsic{'t 'Far

recess, we all go our separate ways.

I. USED 4o l'mhs out wi‘ﬂw Rowhy durih& recess,
bot 'H'\aSE &nys are over. I‘f‘s Fra{mHP{ time for me

o s‘rrilie out onh m)f owh,, but +\'\e ?r‘nHl:m S, I
th"f know w}\ere ’_I:*r-. suPFosed o go.

Firs-lr of all, 'ﬂ'\er‘e are some Ei&s I ]'\u."ure to wuﬁ}\
out for on the Pln};ﬁmuhd.
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A few years ago Mom invited a bunch of my
classmates 4o my b;%&u?' ?ar-’ry, but she +hau5}\+
T n|rta&?f had thcus\'\ 'I‘u)rs and she said so on the

invitation.

i

2 WW% .
0. Doy g o By oy

ON: memﬂ'—I OO p.m.
P2 %W%W

Uswlly, when you open presents at your bir'-fl‘x&a}f
?nr-l')(, all the other kids are Jenlnus. But at
MY ?nH}f '1_; ‘H‘\ihk ?m?le Juﬁ felt Sm‘“l?( for me.
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Uhfarﬂhﬂel)/, Moms idea caught on with a
{}uht‘.h of OTHER moms in our heiﬂhbar}'\ond;
and hawn&n?fs T have to be careful whenever T
see a kid walk.’hs around at recess curryihs a

THANKS A
LOT, JERK!

new baok.

Then +heres Leon Feast and HIS gang. T aot
into a situation w-’ﬂ\ -H\ose 3[75 a few summers
g0, uh& %}\ert‘s been I:n& Hood between wus

eVer since.

One dd}( me nht_Jl Rawlt?’ went ch:wh to ‘H‘\t
school 1o ride our bikes on the basketball court,
but Leon nh& \'u's {rith&E s]'\oweci up @ few

minutes later.
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‘nwt)/ 1':::1& us H*uﬁ' we were gohnha ha.‘urc +o leave

0 -H\f:?l could ?lm;y basketball.

T +old Leon we could make o compromise and "rhey
could have one half of the court and we could ride
our bikes on the other. But -Hwe?( didn+ like THAT

idea nhcl gave us ﬂ-\e boot.

On ﬂ'\a ricle i‘mrwt ’_E was rzd“?( mnc{ ‘H'\n'f we
let+ ourselves 3E+ Pus‘we:} nrauhc_J: Iil:t ‘H‘mi’, nhr.{
I wdh‘ftc{ to DO Sur-.rl'hihs about . A {few
&u}ys later, Mom asked me out of the blue if T
wanted her 4o sigh me up for the "Su?er}\em
Trnihiha Acad&my.“ She showed me the ﬂ){er,
and T was sold.

5



ENROLL
YOUR
CHILD IN

UNLOCK YOUR
CHILD'S INNER
SUPERPOWERS! —

T. cauldh}‘l‘ WAIT +o srndudi‘e from H‘\& SUPEF\'\H‘G

Trn.ih.’hs Acad&my and show Leon and his gang 4
+]'\ihs or ‘wao.




Rowlctyis mom siana& HIM up, oo, and we were
both pretty excited about it. But on the first
&n?', T realized i+ was a total scam.

First of all, the SuPerlﬂ.era Tra.ihihg A:n&trn?r

was in +the 3}*mhns+;cs room at the YMCA and
not some secret bunker underneath the hu.’ldihﬂ.
Then T found out +he whole J'Su?erFower“ part

was a Juke,

So me and Rowley were stuck in da?' camp for a
week while our moms ran errands. And at the end
we didht even get masks or costumes or dh}ﬁhihﬂ
cool like 4:}\1:&. NEJUS'I‘ sa‘f '1+.tse S‘h.lPicl certificates.
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Gregory Heffley

A few weeks later we went down to +he school on
our bikes again, and sure Em”ﬁh‘ Leon and his
friends were on the basketball court. But T quess
T shouldve given Rawle?z the hea&s-u? +hat his

Hsu?erhtm +ruirﬁh3" WAS +u+n!|?/ wari'hless.




Aside from the kids T need to avoid, like Leon,
there are a few different groups that hang, out
‘1'031’.1'!'\&" at recess. But T dont think T renlly
{i+ in with a.h?l of +hem.

There are some kids who Pld}/ a fnhﬁs?' card game,
and another grovp +hat Just 'nnhas out and reads.

Then 4here’s 4he group +hat Pln?rs on the field.
A few months ago the school banned any games
+hat involve a ball because +oo many kids were
getting hurt.

So +hese gvys made up & game where same’ood?"s
SHOE s the ball. But dont even ask me what the
?aih-l' of the game is.




Erick Click hnhas out with his skei‘d’\?’ friends
behind +he school where +he teachers can4 see
them. Tve heard that if you want o ﬁuy an old
book re:?nr‘r or homework nss;shm:h-l', he's the
vy to talk +o.

The GIRLS \-\uhs out in groups, +oo. There’s one
+hat Jumps rope near +he side of the school and
another that does I;\oPsca'ft}\ i'r-f:’r)( feet away. Tve
htdl’t.l. ‘H’\E two Sroqu c{ahq‘ 3e+ nlahﬁ; but I.
have no idea what that's all about.

I," +ell Pmu ﬂ'\e group ]: WISH '_I: muH Jnih, u.h:i

'H'm'l’js the Sirls whn hnhﬂ out near the cafeteria
door and 30555? about t'ﬁ.f!:r?'ﬂht who walks by
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The 4ried 4o slip into that group before, but its

?re-l'-ly clear sutsiders aren+ welcome.

LOOKS LIKENY AS IF THAT N
LORI GOT A | MAKES UP FOR
FANCY NEW

HER TACKY
EARRINGS.

The eh!}f ?lnce where ba?rs and girls hnhs out
TOGETHER is on the F|a>fsrauhcl. Some of the
kids have started P|n?rih3 Girls Chase Bn;.rs, which
was a {u’ﬂ -I'l'sihs back in eleuah-h:r)r school.




Tve tried o get in on +he Girls Chase Ba?rs game
over the years, but most of +he 3;r|5 are nh'}l
interested in c\msihg the POPULAR auys like
Bryce Anderson.

1S BRYCE
ABSENT
TODAY OR

SOMETHING?

YEAH, BUT BET
YOU CAN'T CATCH
ME! HEE HEE
HEE!

)

Tl

E.ver:f so often durih::j Girls Chase Boys, somebud‘y
will yzll out and ﬂi? +he whole game.

BOYS CHASE
GIRLSH A o2




T+ goes back and forth like that until the bell
rings and it's time to go inside.

The Dh!?’ ?T‘le:m with that game is +h¢y hever say
what )/c-u*re SUP?ose& +o do when you actual I?/ CATCH
someohe. 1 remember the time in fifth 37‘4&1& when
we were ?lﬂfl'hﬁ Ba).!s Chase Girls and T cau\gH‘ Cara

Punter {air and square.

1l

E

Cara re?cr-l'ed me to ﬂ'\e ﬂnygrcuhd moritor,
who muda me sit nsnihsi' 'H\& wall {or 'H'\E rest

of recess. ‘,fm FrrHy sure Jrl'\t Schcﬂ cn."ed r-?f
PARENTS, +oo.




T +hink the school realized there are some kids
who have trouble joining in with the others at
recess, so a few weeks ago -I'\we); turned the bullr-
reParﬁHS station on ﬂ‘\& Flmy’sruuh& into a ”.Fihd
a Frithd" station.

1 d|Wd.?(S -ﬂ'\uush-f +he Find a Friend station was a
lame idea, but it's not like T have a lot of options

'H'\ ese cl ::?(5.
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T dont know if people didnt notice the blue lig_}ﬂ'
going off or if everyone was just too bus?' Pla;,n‘hs
Girls Chase Ba)/s, but ro kids came over. T +hink
Mr. Nern mustve fel+ sorry for me, because he
walked over with a box of checkers.

WOULD YOU
LIKE TO BE

MY FRIEND? {

T guess i+ was better than hc-fhihs. But T
ha?e Mr. Nern doesnt think +his is gonha be o
reguidr‘ ‘H‘\ihs.

4



wtdhtsdn?:
0K, you KINOW +Hh35 are bad when even your
li+tle brother has more friends +han you.

A -an;ly with a I:Qh&argaﬁeh-asa kid named Mike)f
moved in down the street a few weeks 490, and
Miker and f"'lnhh)a Nt i+ off. The two of +hem
have been hnhsihﬂ out after school every &d‘f sihce
-H-\e?' met.

T"'er?' loves to drink grape Juice, and Tve never
seen him without a Juice ring around his “FS' So
he alwa?fs looks like a Fnr‘i'f-yur-nld man  with

a San'h: e.

"n‘.E chl?' ﬂ'\ih& Mike?f nhd Mnhhy du +03r.+htr‘
is wn'fc}\ i .Y

& 9)



As far as I kmw, heH'htr a{f ﬂnern }ms ever Sm'cl
a s;h3|e word +o the other, but T guess sar-:c'?'hihg
about their relationship just works.

Ah& even crazier +han +hn+, now GRANDPA has
4 3ierr.'ehd. T didnt even krow yo could s+l
DATE once you got o be Gra'n&?a's age, bot T

3“55 I was wrnhg.

T ?rcbnbl?' shouldnt be str;sad. Dad says that
at Leisure TJowers, the women outnumber the men
+en 4o ohe. So Jrkere are nlwn‘)xs women lined up
at Grnhd?njs &aor +r?f:"ns {0 win ]nir-. over wéﬂ'\

caSStrol:S nh& bnkt& 300&5.

16



Grahd?n started &a-tihs -I’Hs widow named
Ddrleht, nhc{ we met l‘;zr ‘Hnis w&ekth& whzh ‘H’]E},‘

came over 'For clihhtr.

/|
g ¢

T +hink its '|’¢'|’r.l||;,f r.rnz.r +hat Rowlz}f ahd
Grn‘nd?n both have ﬂirifri:hds at the same time.

47



Al T can say is that f these are the ?m?lt
who are gonha PcPuin-I'e +he next generation, +he
human race is in BIG +rouble.

ﬁ@
T S

T never shouldve aFthEd vp o Mom about

whats been going on in my social life, because
now she's made i+ her mission 4o hel? me find

new Fr.'emis.

Yts-}‘er&m): she invited her old roommate from
m”zae Yo our "\DUSE bECﬂUSE her 'Frr'thcl \'ms a Son
nh& Mom Jrhauah‘f ‘H‘\E two of us mis’n’r r:n”?i "H‘l'
i+ of £."

But w}\ﬁ‘ Mom DIDN'T mention is 'H'\di' "\Er
friend’s son is a Hs’n school SENIOR,, which made

for a r'Ed."?( nwkwnr& af+ernoon.
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GREGORY LIKES SHRIMNKY
DINKS. DO YOU Like
SHRINKY DINKS?

L-::H'F.ly Moms been giving me +ips on how +o make

new {riends at school.

T 4hink Ker heart is in the n's}ﬁ' Pldﬂﬁ, but +he
advice she aives me would NEVER work with kids
my age. For emrn?h, Mom said that if T'm Just
ren”?f nice to E‘H"Er?‘ﬂhl: I meet, ‘H\Eh war& will
S?T'Eﬂ-d and T'll become +he most popular kid at
school in ho time.

HAVE YOU
HEARD HOW

NICE cReG
HEFFLEY 157

I HEARD HE
WAS NICE,
TOO!




Mn75¢ that kind of stuff worked when Mom was
arowing up, but kids arent like that anymore. i
ktef‘ hHihs Mom +hat NOWADAYS ?a?ulnrH’y IS
based on stuff like what kinds of clothes you wear
and what kind of cell Phahe you have. But she
doesnt want to hear it.

A+ school there's +his biﬁ ?ush to encourage
"Pnsi-ﬁve reih{arr.f:men-f," S0 +¥\e>!'\re started +akih3
down all +he uhﬁ-{mllyihﬂ ?as-l'trs in the \-\nliwn‘ys
because +ht?' dah*i' fit wH‘l\ ﬂwe new -Hnemt.

T F
E' 1IKE
. BULLYING?

il |

Now instead of ?uhishiha kids for acting mean
to eu.ch a-ﬂ-\er, +}\e>e're rewnrdihs kids for
btihﬂ NICE.
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The basic idea is that if a teacher catches you
{J&iha L:ihd +o ahc-ﬂ‘\er L[d, ?‘cu 3&+ a "Hera Pnih‘hn

If ?'m.- SH a certain number of Hero Paih-l's, },rau

can turn ﬂ-\ern n for ?réz.es l.’]::a extra recess +ime.

YOU’VE EARNED ONE

HERO
POINT!

TURN IN YOUR HERC
POINTS AT THE FRONT
OFFICE FOR PRIZES!

Ah& 'ﬂ\e homeroom ‘H'\ni: se‘fs +’hE MOST Hero
Paints 5&1’5 a &u.?f off from school in June.

a1




T nc+unl|f +1’mu3H it was a PF!:'H‘}/ decent idea,
but of course people nlwa.ys have +o g0 and mess
+Hh35 vp. R55h+ away kids realized ﬂ\t)f didnt
ac+ua|i7 have +o do Soc& deeds +o get Hero

Points. ﬂ'\t}r Just started FAKING 3oa& deeds

wher\ever Hwe +enchers were arouhd,

LET ME HELP YOU
WITH THOSE
BOOKS, ANTHONY!

L \\:‘;&.{ |

Hero Points are Frih‘f‘e& on sheets of ten, and
'I'tdr."mtrs tear ohe off wheh ‘H‘\EY waht to rewurd
a ku:l

E rick Glick got his hands on one of +he sheets

ah& ?ho+a{:aFiE:l i1, so after H’m‘f ‘r"\ert were all
these counterfeit HE!’O Points Scihﬁ around school.

=Y



E rick started Se;uihs them for +wch1>/-1five: cents
a point, but then other kids realized THEY could
make chEts, ‘oo, and after -Her there were so

mdhy Hern Points snih‘a around that ?'au could buy'
a HONDRED for a QUARTER.

‘ﬁ\e +em:h¢rs 3c+ sus?icinus w}-\&h H-\e wors+t ki&s

in our class started turhing in tohs of Hero Points

for extra recess.
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So the school invalidated all the Hero Points
?r.'hﬂ& on white paper and created a whole new
batch on GREEN paper. But it didnt take long
for Peo?h to start makihs co?ies oh green paper,
and the whole +hih3 started all over again.

L VE BARHER T4

POINT! POINT!

- Fpam oL Y

L FOAT AT (N R

m""..'-fi"-w:mq portiy
ou - % H

E.‘».rer‘y time ‘!’}\e sc}\nnl chnhﬂtd 'H'\E color of

'H'\E paper, ‘H‘\Er& wnuu be 'Fnl’.ts mclf: wi‘l"'\ih
+w¢h‘l‘?‘-1cnur hours. 'Finuli?', +he school started
?uhishiha kids w‘{'\a +urhr.d in more H‘\dh five Hr.rn
Points at a time , because ﬂ'\t teachers saw that
as ?ramf HH:?« were counterfeit.

Ch)



But THAT wasnt fair, ether. Marcel ‘Em?lﬁah,
one of the nicest kids in our class, got put in

detention for the rest of the month even kuush
he earned his +h;r+7-{.'ua Hero Points |t3.'-t‘ina+el7.

12}

1[E.~ure:s'-wrl'wdl>rJ +he Jnrﬁar busted one of the main
counterfeit aFern+iuh5 when he walked into an En-?+?t

Science room -ﬂxﬁ kids were usihs as -Hweir base.

EYE RINSE




The school canceled the whole Hero Points program
after ‘H‘uﬁ', which stinks because now that extra
recess is off +he table, hobadfs wil'lihs to do

ah;,'+Hh 9 hice.

T +hink Mom ook that stuff T said about
?a?ulnrii}( wiﬂ'\ I(r'ds m;/ age +o 5ntdr+, because
+nc_l.u.)( she took me out clothes shc?Pihg.

Or&ihurﬂ?/ T cant STAND going clothes shaP?iha,
because ‘r"\e ah|)‘ time we 40 it s at ‘H\E btﬁr'hhihs

of the school ?(Enl". Ah& ohce a ?lenr 15 Ehuush
for ME.
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THESE KHAKIS

WILL GO GREAT
50%O0FF WITH THAT

COLLARED | \._SWEATER-VEST!
SHIRT

R
i

T Ve done a lot of {t:aréhs -l'hihas in my life, but
NOTHING saps my energy worse than back-+o-
school clothes sha?Pihs.

F EORE ONG
JUST A FEW o
———rA\LORe PaTRS: s,
CHANGT

ROOM




Uswl!?u Mom takes us shm‘:?iha at +his ?lnce
downtown called 'Fruaal Fr‘t&cly's. T +hink the
?eaFlc who run that store understand 3uys.

because ﬂ*u:y give us our own li+tle area 4o s+

while +he women sth.

zou

Las+ SEF+Ember Mom +ook me and Rodrick o
?rugnl 'Fre&&y}s and Pickt& out all our clothes for
us. Uh{ar‘l‘uhd'l‘ﬂ;(, she {or‘gn'l‘ to come GET us
after she WaSs dahe s'naP?ihS, and sha ﬂu-f all +1-me

wa;,( home before she realized .

\We mustve been in ﬂ-\ere {or +}~.ree haurs before

Mom came back +o 3e+ us.
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Well, +a&a?' T was nc-hm.lly EXCITED +o 9o
c'lo'ﬂ'\es 5‘1'\::-??[?*13. '_i 30’( +wo ?u.irs ot Jedhs nhc_Jl
'H'\r‘te shiri's . but 'H'\t 'H'\ihﬂ I was most Purq?ecl
about was 'H\& SHOES.

AH of mP/ slnues are }\nhd-me-&awhs from ‘Roclritk,
nhd whehﬂer I SE"’ a ?dir ot HIS s}mes I— hwe
to S?thcl a few hours scrapihg the bubble gum off
the battors.
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The oh!‘)z +ime T had a new pair of shoes was in
{nur+h srm&e, Hheh Mom 3°+ Mme Some sr'.e-:ak&rs for
the first &'17 of school.

*cco@pocce’

T +old her T4 never heard of "S?arﬂ.ﬂr;"
before. She +old me -Hwey were {rom E.ur’a?e and
had Hs?m‘.&“d‘ae +e-::hm|a37.“ Soe T was all Fruud of

rn;,( new shoes when T went o school.

’ o1 o
/;\ o~ o J P \/}§
&7 r, =
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But at recess, the rubber soles on both shoes fell
clean off. T was upset, and when T g0t home T
showed Mom, who said not to worTy and that wed
+ake H\am back 4o +}'\e store and 3&&‘ hew ohes.

a

‘ﬂ'\rrf's when .I: found out she bau&h‘f +he shues
at Jr\'\e clc”dr’ store nh:.Jl ‘H‘\E w'nole "S?ncrns&
‘I'tr.}\hahgpr“ ﬂxihﬂ was Jus+ a buhd‘\ of Lnlnhty.

LY DU

4

Y- Y.y &Y

"N}'\Eh Mom 5nicl sht was +nkih3 me S]nﬂl: sl'\nFFihs

'l'o&u.)f, I mn&e sure 5he krew I was ahl;( ih‘l’eres‘n&&
in hame brands.
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T+ wasnt tasy &t:iclihs which shoes +o 31:1‘,
+hou3h. There are about a million different
1}/?::5, and each one is SUPPosc&IPI 5:::«::1:[ for a

SPtti'ﬂt +hih5.

RalE

NS JOGENG =

RSP

There are shoes for Hkihs, shoes for running,
shoes for skﬁe{mmr&ihs, and Euhch of other

ohes, “too.

There was a Fm‘r of Fnhc;/ \1531-\--&:}'\ basketball
shoes T renlly Lked. 'ﬂ'\e?t had some sort of
-I'Hhs in the soles +hat's su?Pnse& +o make you
Jum? hislwer, ::.hcl I WS SEriDUSl?‘ +1'\ihkih3 about
Se‘l"'hhs them.
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MAK LIFT &

with JumpHick
Technology

But I 90"‘ nervous that if I bcusl‘rf ‘l‘l‘\cse, I‘c.]r
be +u+a|l>f out of control on the walk 4o school.

'ﬂ‘xeh there was a Pu.ir of green "t:rnss-‘rru.ihihgn
sl'mts Jr\'\rrl’ rtn“y |ocked awesome, but on 'H'\e box it
said Jr’rv:)z were for the “serious athlete.”
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So if T got those, T think theyd just be

was-hzd on me,

T even +hau3¥\+ about Seﬂ'iha a ?njr of those
shoes with wheels in them, so T could blow {:},' +he
Mihﬁc kids' woods eVer}! cln?'.

T 'Fihn“y decided on some shoes that were s?cr-ky
but not oo over-'l‘]'\e-'l‘o?. Mom nske& me if I
wdh‘h:& Yo wear 'I"nem hcm&_, bo+t 'Hwere was no
WAY T. was gohnha le+ m)l 51‘\::25 SE'I' dir+>.' before
T wore them 4o school for +he first ime.
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Plus, i+ gave me a chance +o ehjo?r +he new-shoe
smell all the way home.

T never roticed how DIRTY +the 3rouhd

s until T got my new shoes. And not Just
+he actual Srouhd, but +the street and +he
SIDEWALK,, +oo.

The way +o school is like a minefield of mud and

grease ahd other Juh’:, and you Fracﬁ:a“y Kave
to be a hthd +o avoid all of it.
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Th {act, after getting ohl;; one block {rom

my house +his morning, T turned around and
went back inside. T got some of +hose plastic
Srocer?z bass +to ?u-l‘ npt feet ", and {for a whii&
a\rzryﬂ'\ihs was 300&.

But weh'l'unliy the bottoms of the bass got
shredded, and then Jr}v:f didnt give me a.h;,r
protection at ALL, So 1 Just rit'a?e;cl the rest
of +he {'mss off and threw them in the nearest

+ra5h can.
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A1C+er -ﬂ\wf f did rn?« best o avoid ﬂ'\e Jnhﬂer
areds. 1. s+a>rf:d on the sidewalk until T realized
T was getting P&bfﬂﬂ in the little grooves of
oy shoes, and T knew those were gonha take
FOREVER 1o dig out with a stick. So T +ried
to minimze the amount of rubber that +ouched
the cement.

E.‘ufehi‘uail)g 9 gave up and Just walked in the
grass. B}« the time T got o school, T was
err_h‘ly minutes late, but i+ was +ﬂ+d“}/ wnr‘l'i\ ot
to show vp in s+?/|e.




Uhforﬂhﬂd?l, we were }m‘l-'ihs 4 pop quiz ih
Geoﬁrnfrh?', and T had o +r>t and catch up to

F_-Ver’ynhe else.

A few minutes into the quiz, T noticed a reaily
terrible smell. At first T ﬂ'\nuS}ﬁ i+ was
Bernard Barnson, who usually doesnt smell +oo

300& in sahernl.

But 4his was WAY worse than usual. T ook my
stuff 4o a desk in the back of +he room so T could
concentrate on my quiz, but the smell FOLLOWED
me. And thats when T realized where i+ was
REALLY mmihs from.

08



I mustVe s+cP?t& n clos poop wheh 'I walke&
in the grass. And T knew EXACTLY where i+
"\nﬂ:ehe&, “Yoo.

I +ook m?/ s)nae off ah& went +to -ﬂ\e front of +\\e
room +o +ell Mrs. ?oPe about m;/ situation.

But T +hink Mrs. Pope +\'\0u3)h+ T was +r?/ih3
+o s’r.i? out on the pop quiz, becauvse she gave me

a P|c\$+ic {ms +o Pu+ r-:)( s\'\oe n ahd- +o'|& me +to
return +o rvu?( seat.

69



B>/ how the rest of the kids had ﬂgura& out what
wds Soihﬂ oh, d.hcl evcryahf: hu& a Sau& |d.u3h a+t

N)f EKFEHSE‘..

Usmlly, T find poop as fuhh;f as the next vy
but that's when someone ELSE steps in it.

Th fact, the best time T ever had with Rowltf
was on the Fourth of Julf when his parents ook
us downtown to see the fireworks. We had o get
there a few hours td.r'l?t to set up our blanket in
+he ?nrk.

One of the ?alir_e horses vnloaded r‘i&H' oh the main
Fn-l‘h where ﬂery{md}( was walkiha 57, and the two
of us spent the rest of the hiﬁ\ﬁ waﬁhinﬂ Emcple‘x
reactions as ‘H\E}J tried to avoid it.
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Those were some sood times, but T guess ﬂ\efre

all over now.

Wha+t renlly makes me mad is that if werﬁhiha
was +he wu)z + was SUPPOSED 4o be,, ]
would ve been wn|kih3 1o school with Rowh?f this
morhing and he wouldve been &aihs his J'cﬂ} of
Sr.‘.ou-I‘Ihs nhmd.

But Raw|ey had o 90 and se-i‘ himself a 3irhfr‘iehd,
and how T guess ['™M +he one who has 4o suffer.

N



T had 4racked Rebel’s mess all over the classroom,
and -H\e}t had 4o call in Mr. Meeks 4o clean up-
He kepi‘ shm-ﬁhs me clir‘i)f h:n::ulf.sJ which made i+
re-.a“)' fuush o concentrate on my-pop quiz.

i

After class ended T went to the front office to
see if there was dhy'lf]nihs ‘H‘-t?l could do o ]‘\elP
me. The school sccrﬁnry let me look +hruu3‘\ the
Lost and Found box for a replacement shoe, but
the nhb} +1\.'h3 in there that even came close was a
sirrs winter boot.

O&T +
MD _—
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RJSH' +hen Mr. Nern came out of the teachers’
!uuhsc, and the s:crﬁ'nrr asked him if he }m??chcd
+o hnwe nhy Spare shaes. Mr. Nern sm'& 'ne

a.dunli‘)i had an exira pair in his office, and he

went to 3!:-1' one for me.

T never noticed before, but Mr. Nern has some

CIGANTIC feet. And T ]1\0'1‘.7': Just because he
lent me his shoes doesn+ mean T have 4o ke:e?
?in?'ihs checkers with him at recess.




wt;lhtsdd;[

Since T'm not hdhgihs out with Rnwley after

school anyrore, Thve got a LOT more +ime on

my hands. But the H\ihﬁ Tve learned is that you
should never ell your-mom ;,rau“'ﬂ: got hoﬂ'\ihg o do.

QM BOREDB ﬁEEF? PEDEJLEAN

THE OVE\U

¢ 3

So Tve been going outside after school Just fo
avoid &aihs chores at home. Moms been +=Hih3
me 1 should “branch ouvt” and +r>f to find new
friends in +he heiﬂhbarhaa:l, but where T live, +he

?ickihss are Frew slim.

[f___l|

A few houses down are the Lnsk?' iio?ls, but
THEIR idea of a sm& time is stripping down o
their underwedr and wres+|ih3 in the front )mrcl.

™



Didgﬂhd“}( across +he street is a kid named
Mitchell Flammer, who T +hink is a year or two
)!auhser than me. But T dont even know what he
LOOKS like, because Tve never seen him without

a mﬁﬁ:fdt helmet oh.

A F&w l‘muses dnwh on 'I‘l'\t rfg'n'h ycu’ve 50'? Ar‘ic

Holber+, who was sus?ehdad three weeks age for
I:reakihs in and Vnhdaliliha +he school.

15



He 4ried +o &th}f i+ was him, but it was ?rt-H)f

?ﬂih‘HP_SS.

Then +heres Fr‘eglc)l, who lives a few houses up
from me. Tf there’s nhyﬂ-\ihs GOOD +hat's come
ovt of m}f situation in the Fns't few weeks, its
that T havent had +o walk 5?' Fr‘esie?ljs house on
my way up to see Rnwley.

WANNA PLAY
“THIS LITTLE
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UhFoH‘uhni'cl?l, Moms ulwa?rs +r?u'n3 fo set up
a "?inydn-l‘e“ between me and 'Fre:sie?(. She says
she feels bad for him because he seems like a

"iuhd?' bay. !

1 really wish Mom wouldn+ say +Hn55 like +hat,
because +hen i+ makes me feel all su;l‘iy. And +rust
me, 1 alr&n&;f feel bad ENOUGH seeing Freshy

out on the Pln?lsrauh& E‘u‘El’)! dd.?‘.

But +adn>¢ T had a rr.nily crazy thought: T
realized that if T became friends with F—rcglc?r, 3
cou'lcl mH Hm into EXACTLY 'H'\e ‘i?tFt of FriEhd
T wanted.
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T could {:dsicd]ly take all +he +hih35 T lke
about Rowle7 and teach Fre_sle?! how to do

them. Plus, Frcslcy could br‘ihg samrl'-lﬁihs
EXTRA +o +he +able.

T Ve noticed that at my school the most popular
gvys have o 'Ifuhh?' sidekick. One of the ba;,'s ih
Br?'-:e Andersons entourage is Jeffre?r Lmﬂmey,
and T GUARANTEE ?rou the ah\;f reason Brp'{;e

kae?s Je;{fre;y around is for comic relief.

Ahcl sirls NEVER 90 for 'I‘l'\e Fuhh;i sic{ekick, 50
Frcslef wouldnt even be a threat 4o me.

18



Tl Just heed to make sure Fm?ia think Fresie’y s
d£+ih3 'Fuhhy on PURPOSE. Because wi-l‘h h.’n ycu

can hever reuil?r tell.

I THINK T JUST
SWALLOWED ™Y
RETAINER.

@EE HEE l—IEED

'Té&ny at lunch T went to find FI"ES'E.PJ and invite
him to sit at our +able. He was so far back in +the
line o get 4 seat that he was out in the huilway
nedr +he baysa bathroom.




Lu{kil;!, Fregiey s FTEHf 5;.’.&'«1“?(J so we were able
to squeeze him in. The first +hih3 T did was tell
him how +Hh35 worked, 5+nr+ih3 with the Five-
Second Rule.

T was rig,h‘r in the middle of +el|ih3 him how you
can claim a piece of food that doesnt b&|ah5 +o

yous when Frusic?' went for the potato c}\ip i
m?' knh& wi-ﬂ'\ no wnrhihg.

T was ?rcH'?r mad, and T +old Frtslcy +hat if he
was gonha ?u“ that kind of nonsense, he could g0

back +o his spot on the floor in the 1'\-:\||wuy.
30



T tx?hihtd +hat sarnebo&?r had 4o ac+un|l?1 DROP
scme-l'hihs before i+ could be claimed. He seemed +o
31:1' it and sort of tried o u?o|93iu, so T guess
)rou‘ci have 4o call that progress.

—

!g‘ .1
G=0
=

While Freﬂie?l was eating lonch, T shuck a Feek

at his rotebook o see how Smd Nis cursive was.
But when T saw what was on the first page, 1
wished T hadnt.
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After school, T asked 'Frasie)r i he wanted +o
walk home with me. T ex?lnihed how T needed Nim
+o scout ahead {for &os poop; and how hell have
to pull my roller 5&3 from time to time. Fr-:ahy
seemed eager to hci? out, and ’rhings started of{

Pr‘eﬁ?l smooth l}{.

But T wasn+ ?n)'ihs attention, and T forgo'f to
cross the street when we 9ot near +he Mihso kids
woods. So the next -H'\ihs we knew, we had +he
whole ?ucl‘: of +hem cl\nsihﬁ after us.




We -ﬁhally los+ them when we 9ot to +he bottom
of our street, but when 'Freslay gave my {ms back,
it was ?rnc-l'imily EMPTY.

T asked Fraglcy wha+ hu.??em& +o all my books,
and he said he threw them out when the Hihﬁo
ki&s were chdsihs us. ',I: dSkEJ :him why BEJ& gone
and done THAT, and he said he was l-\aPihs
'H'\E?"& S'hF nhcl READ Hﬁ&m.




Seo Ja?( ohe was a litHe bit of a disaster. But
Fresk}:'s gonna be a lah5~+¢rm project, and T4
better prepare rn?'s:Hﬂ for some {‘Jum?s ulohs the way.

Ibursda}a

This morhing me ahd Frn:glc?l were SU??Q.’Eﬁd to
walk +o school 1‘05':‘1",[1&!", but at 8:30 he s+l
hadnt shown up at rn?f house. So T went over +o
his Plar.e and knocked on the front door.

Naba&?l answered, and T was about 4o Just head
+o school Jo}; m?r.Se.l‘F when T heard some noises
inside like a bawlih‘g ball frallihs down the stairs.
Then the front door aPehe&, and F.rtﬂley was
5+nh&ih5 +here.
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Freale}/ told me that when he was getting dressed
he dﬂﬂidﬂh+ull>{ Pui‘ his shirt on u?side down

and Su'l‘ stuck. ‘ﬂ'\n‘l‘ meant + was up +o ME 4o
uh+ah3ie him.

p———
/
AV

At first T was a little ircitated, but then T
rea.hz.ecl -H-ns was Jus-l‘ H\& kihd of +Hh3 cﬂ'\tr
?ea?le rvﬂﬂH' find FUNNY.

So at luhr.l'\ I brnuath F-rtslz?r over to ohe of +l'\t
3&1*!5’ tables and had him do the +’nih3 with his
s}u’r’r n.anih.




Uhfaﬁuhnhl)/, we mustVve ?i-:i:c& the wrong table,
because not ONE of the airls even let out a
chuckle.

T asked Frcsl:?‘ if he knew any JoktsJ but he
said he didnt. Then T asked him if he knew how
to do any tricks, and he Pu“e& ovt a piece of
bubble gum.

Fresk): took off \-n's sh[r-t and ?u+ +he gum in his
{}t“?' button. -I: didn4 know where this was Suihﬁ,
so 1 4ook a few 5+e:?5 back. And -l'\-\ah, ho lie, he
started CHEWING i,

T don+t know if u.h?' of the sirls were in?regsecl,
bt T Aeﬁ'hi-l'elr was. Then Freﬂley said he was

gonna blow a BUBBLE, which was snrnﬁhihﬁ i

HAD 46 see.
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But T shouldve known its not ?}\}’55;:1“7 Fassiblt
4o blow a bubble with ?fr.:ur 5&“}! button.

Word about Freslt;y's talent got around the cafeteria
quick, and for the rest of the lunch Ferind almos+

E"'h"El'}( {‘m?/ in our class was at our table wdh‘H‘hﬂ to see

whn‘f ELSE Frealar muld chew.

Tn fact, i+ 3u+ so crowded there wasnt even a
?|nr;f: for ME 4o sit.

37



So while Fr:siay WAS ehjn)/ihs his moment in the
an-}‘hSh-l‘, T was eating my lunch out in the hallwa?'.

This \juﬁ' qoes 1o show that no matter how nice
you are +o some Ptaph, -’rht?z'" +urn their back on

yau +he second '1']1‘\&?? 3e+ -H'\e, chance.

F—rida}/
With ever?l-l‘}-\ihﬁ that's been going on at school
‘,I:"u‘e red”?( been loﬂkihs Fomnr& 1o sPrihs

break. T ﬂaur: }m\riha a week 4o r-?lseH: will be
EXACTLY whrﬁ Jr\'\a cim;‘lrnr arcltrecl.
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But +a'rd5l'.+ my Fldh for a stress-free week went
out the window. When Dad asked Mom what we're
&cihﬂ for E.ns”rer‘ +his ?(tnr, she said her i—rnnr'l?' IS

comin 9 +a town.

T was TOTALLY blindsided {'):,r +hat news, and
T could +ell Dad fel+ the exact same way.

Mom NEVER +ells us when her Far-:ﬂ:,f s coming to

visit, because si'\t khﬂws if 5}'\: 31"'-‘&5 us too nur.:l'\

ncl‘mhce wnr‘hihﬂ, we ll make a run for it.

Most of the relatives on Moms side of the 'l"-nmil?(
live FI'EH)' far nwd.?f, SO we dch"!’ see 'I'}xm ‘!’}\nﬁ
often. I.’r-: oK wE‘H'\ ‘r}m‘l’ because w}\thever we

DO see them, T need P|=h+>J of time to recover.
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T sure most families have their issves, but it
seems |Eke whah i+ comes to Mom's sidt, -l'hf:re's Ju5+

a lot of extra drama.

Mom has four sisters, and +1-xe7're so different
from one amother that i+s kind of ﬂma?.ihs -ﬂ\e?(

grew up vhder the same roof.

AUNT AUNT AUNT AUNT
GRETCHEN AUDRA VERONICA CAKEY

Moms oldest sister is Aunt Cake.y, who isn+t
married and doesn+ have any children. And that's

?ruﬁably a Sm& -Hwihs, because it's Pre-}‘-l’?a obvious
51‘\2 &aeshl'f I.‘ka ki&s.

One time when T was little, Aunt ane?r came
+o s-l‘a;/ with us, and Mom went out for a few
hnurs nhcl left+ me be\'\ihc{ wH’}\ 'ner . But I. dnh"f
'l'l'\ihk Auh‘f ane?f ]{‘\dd ever been alone wi‘rh a k.&
before, and she seemed on :clﬂe the whole time.
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T guess she +'nc:+u51’m+ T was gonhnd break
snne-l'h.'ha, S0 +1\e first +}~.ih3 she dn& Was F”+
e‘fer}(ﬂwihs that was fragle out of reach. Then
51\& Jus+ s+oa& -l'here and waﬁh&d me to make
sure I Ai&h“f +auc}\ mh}('l“'\ihs.

A*I':'fer about an )naur, Auh‘f anE?’ sm'cl i+ was
time for me +to 'I':lke a hu.?. I +ria& +o +ell }\tr I
didn+ r:u“?f +ake naps ahp/mur:, but she said its
rude to talk back 4o an adult.

Auh‘f Cdkt}{ sm't.Jr 51‘\&‘4 be clowhs’rnirs i H‘\E
'muhdr)r room irahihﬂ nhd 51'\&’& come wnk& me u?

h a \(r.w huurs.

N



Then she turned out the |i3}\+, but Just before
51\& shqu ﬂw danr, shﬂ said-—-

WHATEVER YOU
DO, DON'T GO
DOWNSTAIRS

AND TOUCH
THE TRON.

T

1

L

The idea of +ou-:1‘sih3 +he iron never would Ve

entered my mind, but once Aunt Cakey put it in
head, T couldn+ stop thinking about i+. So a

half hour later T snuck downstairs like T was on

Some kihd of 5+=nl+l‘\ mission.
e

el
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Avnt Cake}t was in the fam'l?r room wﬁdﬁihg
television, and T had o go past her 4o get into

'H'\t luuh&r?‘ room.

CONGRATULATIONS,
MARLENE, YOU'VE
JUST WON A
BRAND-NEW

TOASTER OVEN!

Once T was in, T Pulled out the li4He stool Mom
uses ‘o rl:n.r.l'\ h-ﬂh ?ldEES; nhr_J: ?r‘tssed m}/ whait
kdhd oh ‘l’he iron.

E@J |

?



Don't ask me WHAT T was thinking. T ended
vp with d secahd-&t&ree burn, and Moms never
trusted Aunt anc?f to BnBySH' again, which T'm
sure is just fine with HER.

Mom's youngest sister is Aunt Gretchen, and she's
+he complete OPPOSITE of Aunt Cake)'. Auvnt

Gretchen has twin bc?rs named Malvin and Malcolm,
who are TOTALLY wild. Tn fact, +he7"re so out
of control, Aunt Gretchen used o l:ee? +hem on

d‘\ih:l ttdﬂ\ts.




One time when Aunt Gretchen and her kids
visited, +he7 bmuaﬂndf their PETS with them. So

it was like a zoo in our house.

B
llim I

Aunt Gretchen ook off for a few clnys to go
sishﬁzeihs, ahd we hud +o +dke care of her J::ids
AND her animals. T+ got 'h::'fn”?' out of hand
when her rabbit gave birth to a litter of bunnies
two d“fs before she got back.




Dad wasnt +oo }mPP)/ about +he situation, because
Aunt Gretchen had told us her rabbit was a BOY.

T can dedl with Avnt Gretchens pets, but her
soNns are a whch OTHER matter.

On that same visit, Malvin and Malcolm ?iq?rtcl a
game mc cn+-:)n in our &r‘i\rnwny th d r'o-:Jﬁ: or d

?iece of concrete or surneﬂmfhs.

T admit TVve done some dumbd +5nih35 i my ife,
but T dont think Tve ever done uh?erth, as
5+u?id as | HAT.

~N—FE =
rfr‘ﬂ\\\‘ g i' E
*- rr'ﬂ e _ungn ?
o B L el e ¥ éu
f— e e -
- TS g

Before you kmew i+, Mom had taken Malvin to the
Emer‘aem:y room <o 3&1‘ s-h'+=:\-\es n Hs ﬁ:rehen&,

nhcl WE WETE rtsPohsiHe {ﬂl" Malcolm.
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While Mom was gone, Malcolm somehow mnhnsi:& to
get ahold of Pad’s skavihs ki, and b?' +he +ime

we found him there was hn-l'hiha nhyi:ndy' could do
about it.

Dad said if Avnt Gretchen and her {)a?'s are
5+uyih3 wi-ﬂ-\ us -I‘Hs time arauh&, ]-\e*s gonna se-!' a
hotel room for himself. But Mom said were de'l);
and de'ly shoud be TOGETHER.

I.:" +ell P(au ohe Ptr"s-ah w}m WON’T be cahihs
to E.n5+tr, +hau3\'\, dhn{ 'H\:ﬁls Auh‘r Veronica.
Sht }mshj'f been to a ‘anﬂ}t event in 55me+hih&
like five years, or at least not mn PERSON. T
think br:ihﬂ with the -Fnr-.il},r stresses her out, so
whenever theres a big 3a+h=rin3, she makes her
appearance b}( video conference.
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Tn fact, T dont think Tve seen her in +he flesh

since 'I wd s +hree or four.

YOURE GETTING
sO TALL!

One summer we all got +a3e+}ﬁer for an outdoor
we&dih&. The ceremony las+ed s:rrneﬂ'n'hs like +wo
hours and it was reall:f hot, and T could +ell
Aunt Veronica was P!n;,'ihg video games on her

comFu-I‘er +he whole +ime.




The G'ﬁl)/ aunt T havent talked about yetis
Auh'l‘ Aud\"d. She*s one of 'l‘}'mse ?m?la whn
believe in crystal balls and l‘\cruscn?ts and all
that, and she doesnt do ANYTHING without
-I'n\”:ih5 4o her Fsyr}mim

I k now -Hm'; -Ffrs-ﬂ‘mh& because I s-ht?fe& wH‘h he.r

for +wo weeks a few summers back.

SHOULD I CLEAm] |
BATHTUB OR WAIT ONE
MORE WEEK? WAIT ONE |||

MORE WEEK, RIGHT? /

When Mom found out Auh'f Au&r’n took me dlnhﬂ
o her Psr{}\ic nFFnih‘fmeh‘fs, 5}\& wash + hn??}"

Mom said all that {ar'fuhr.-'ft“ihs stuff was Just a
bunch of "hocus-pocus” and that Avnt Audra was

was+ih5 her mha};‘.

1



But T had o FEELING Mom would say somﬁhihs
like +hat.

A DARK-HAIRED
WOMAN WILL
TRY TO PLANT A
SEED OF DOUBT
IN YOUR MIND.

T dont know what kind of training you need o
become o ?.S?'chic, but if +h¢rc’s hot ‘oo rnuth work.
involved, +hen T could +c-+a|17 see that as a career

?n-ﬂ'\ for me.

YOU WILL BE
BETRAYED BY A
PERSON WITH AN
“A" TN HIS NAME.

HEY, YOU
SAID IT, ;
NOT ME.
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T kind of surf:n’sa& Mom feels that way about
{aﬁuh&--t‘ellihs and all that, becavse SHE'S +he
one who's nlwny's sn?'ihﬂ Gramma has ESP. T
dont krow if thats +rue or not, but if 4 IS,
-I'\we‘n Grammas not usihs \-utr powers to Hweir

full ?o+¢h+idi ;

SO, GRAMMA, WHAT

DO YOU THINK THE

LOTTERY NUMBERS
I

I'™M NOT SURE, BUT
I"PREDICT YOORE
GOING TO ENJOY

WILL BE TONIGHT? THESE COOKIES!

i
—d -l‘
Rt

Al

1:1 b& }mhasﬁ‘ wi‘ﬂ'\ ym.r " -_1: clnhl'f khaw Baw muc}\ I:
believe in +hat '|’>IPE of stuff rn)fSEH'r. AH T can sny
is that none of i+ has ]{-\el?z& ME any.

"?ﬂ'\th 'I. was EI'SI'\'I', we went oh a {nmii?f cd.m?iha
'l'ri? and s‘mFFtd at a store that sold all sorts of

souvehirs and trinkets.
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Dad gave me three dollars +o chhcl, and T used
it all 4o {:uy a rabbit’s foot, which was suFPnsed to

{Jr}hs me Son& luck.

But on that trip T got food poisoning AND
sFrujht& my ankle. So T qot rid of the rabbit's
foot the first chance I acﬁ‘.

T+s Just as well, because T was uncomfortable
carryih‘a +ha+ +Hh3 around ﬁ.h?lw:&?f. T realized
+that if T ended up winhing the I.:rH‘er>( or
sarnE'I‘Hhs because of h}’ rabbit's {ocﬁ‘, -_‘E Wnuldhl'}‘
r&u”?( be able +o Ehju?( it.

e~
O

WELL,
CONGRATULATIONS!




Whenever Dad leaves the hewspaper out oh +he
ki-h:l-\eh -I'ablc, I a|wd75 read my har‘nsca?e.
But -l'!hf:rn:'s never ah.?r information in it 'I: can

mﬂ‘ud“?’ USE.

—_
When Saturn aligns with Jupiter, beware a stranger

who carries ill tidings. Meanwhile, a person you once
C{J‘!’IiEJ Gjlrﬂme‘}%r now ﬂ{}mfrﬂ'ﬁj’ﬂ”jrﬂm qﬂ:h
Your lucky numbers are 1,2,4,5,7 & 126.

...--'"-'-____ __‘____'—‘———.

And fortune cookies are even MORE worthless.
We used ‘o 90 +to ﬂ\a C}\.ihesa restauvrant in -ﬂwe
center of town on C}\ris-fms E.‘u"t, dhd '1: was

alwn?!s e::cH‘e& +o o?eh rn?‘ cmkie ‘o see w}\n-t‘ -ﬂ\e
future ]'\EH for me.

But here’s the {fortune T got +he last time T

wads ‘H‘\E re—

You will bu}'
\ o SOIME New pants.
o S99 c

o]
o
O

T mean, whoever wrote THAT one wasn®t even

TRYING.
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See, what T NEED is 5om+'nih5 +hat n-:+uu|iy
TELLS me what 40 do, so T don+t have to guess.
Up to this point, Tve been rncnl:ihs all my owh
decisions, and Tm not super ha??y with the resul+s.

wﬂdhes&di
I ac‘}‘uaH?‘ used to look FORWARD 4o when

Mom's F:m.'!y came to town, because i+ was a 3ca&

wa}( for me +o make some -:a.sh.
Ore ?fenr T was &ruwihs Pid’ur&s at +he kitchen

'|‘n\{)le, uhd Mom JrcH me -I: shnul& ‘h}( se"ihs m}y
&rnwihss +o the {nmil?z.
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T4 nchu“y worked ouvt GREAT. T4 draw o
?id'ure of a \wuge or a turtle, a‘nd turn drauhd

ah& sell i+ 4o someone in -ﬂ'\t Farn;l}r for five bucks.

WOW, YOU ARE AN
AMAZING ARTIST,
GREGORY!

l:h ‘H‘\e w&&‘:s l:nc{iha up ‘o a biﬂ 'I"-mi|7
hali&u?{, IH c_l,rnw as fast as I. cnulcl 50 I 1‘\::&

a biﬂ s’rﬂckFil& w}\th m?f relatives u.rriw.d. Ore
ﬂnhkssivihs ',[. &r‘tw S0 mnh)( ?ichurr.s Jr"m‘l’ I.
made cig}ﬁ‘y dollars.
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'Ih fm:t it was so ms?( to turm rnr art nto cash
that T thought that's how it was gonna be for
the rest of my ife.

I BELIEVE

THIS

SHOULD
COVER IT!

But once T got a ittle older, +he same relatives
who were shaPPihS up my Jrnw;hss when T was
li+tle weren+ as r.iu:'-:k to P“" out their wallets.

And T'm still mot sure if i+s becavse T went back
to +1he same Fea?lt ‘oo mnh‘y times or because I.

&auHed n)' Frices.
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SORRY, I FORGOT
TO BRING MY
WALLET WITH ME
THIS YEAR!

But when I“Luhh}r started SE“ihs HIS &rawihgs, all
of a SUJAEH r-:?' relatives were like }\umh AT™M

nnchih&s.

Let m&'juﬁ Sn?a’ H‘\is-' \r“'xeh ]: :_J:rrm a Pir.'fure s I:
?qu a lot of time and effort into it. But Mnhhy
scribbles out fifteen :}r‘nwih&a n a minute, and don+t
even ask me what half of them are su??ascd to BE.
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This all Just goes o show that some FcoPh have

no taste w\-\eh i+ comes to ar+.

o,
j}lgféﬁ;(

We're ha.vihg E.d.sh:r at Gramma’s house asnih 'H*p's
Dﬂmrj whic\w kind of s-h'hks, becavse Grammas }nousa
ish+ \rer;f ki&‘frﬁehdi?'. The nhl}( -!‘Hhs she has
that's even CLOSE 4o a 'h::?‘ over there is +his
stuffed ele?hnhi' called Ellie.

00

g
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Gramma Joaus}ﬁ Ellie as a chew #ay for our old
&53, Sweetie, who lives with her now.

But Sweetie tore off Ellies 4runk, ears, and h:gs
on the first &ny he had +. So now you cant even
+ell i+ su??ased 1o be an ele?harﬁ.

I’F ?’nujr‘r: a kic{, H’\d-lrjs all )(au"fe Sc‘f for
entertainment at Gramma's haust. Ah& +"\EI"E,5
ahl)' S0 m.r-::l-\\ fun ?{au can "\-ﬂt wi'l'}\ a stuffed

%@@%} )

buwli h3 ?ih.
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T+ wouldnt be so i}arinﬂ at Grammas if Sweetie
could still PLAY like he used to. But Gramma
has fed him so much 403 food and +able scraps
that at +his point he’s bdsim“y' a beach ball
with if:ss.

PLUS, Cramma dresses him up like a little person
how, so 1 +hink he’s Just renllf cle?rcssed.

Ay

SWEETIE

-
= Bh

E.*-rery once in a while when we have dinner over
at Gramma's ; we 'I'r?( and hn\rz a little fun wé'ﬂ'\
Sweetie nh)ywu?(.

Ore hiﬂhﬁ‘ we {nuhcl out -H'\drf it 7nu EhEdk
u? bt}\ih& him w]'\r:h 1'\?.‘5 S|EEPEh3 nhcl r-mkt n
rus?berry sound with your h'?sJ his ears ?erk up-
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Then Sweetie sniffs his rear end for +he next five
mnutes and goes back +o slea?,

Me nhcl ‘Roclrick &a +Jnn+ over nhcl over, nhd
Sweetie has the EXACT same reaction E‘h‘&l’y

Sihslt time. But one hia}ri' when Dad gave it a
+r;,( o TOTALLY backfired.




E ven +’nou3}\ Grammas house is Barihg, E aster
ac+ua|i7 used +o be Preﬂ'?' fun. When Great
Grn.'ﬁh?l Meemaw was still alive, wed ulwn?rs have

a IJ:EJ E.-:tS‘f'cr' 99 huh‘i‘ at Grammas,

MEEMAW
Meemaw was Gramma's mom. No J[srts?ec-l‘ +to
Meemaw or d.h}{‘ﬂ'\r'ha, bt if T ever have Srnhdki&s,

1™ gonna be the one who chooses what -H-n:?f call
me, not [HEM.

And T'm gonna go with same-l'hihs basic like
"Grnhd?n" ar "Gr‘nh&ad,“ because I: dnh‘i‘ want
to end up getting stuck with some 3596’ nickname
for the rest of m;{ life.

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY,




T'm sure my great Sr‘nh&-lra‘l'htr wishes he could
chahse his name , but Ke's about hr'he-t?wfhree ;yanrs

oi&, so there’s rf:a”?t ho Poih'l‘ now.

WOULD YOU LIKE ME TO
MUSH UP YOUR CARROTS
FOR YOU, PEEPAW?

Ah;ywn?', Meemaw was in cl\arsa of ?uHihs ?rizes
in the Plus+ic eggs for +he Easter eag hunt.
5"\&}& stuff ﬂ'\ﬁm wi‘ﬂ‘\ 'H'\i'nﬂs like ﬂﬂ.hd)' and
chnhﬂeJ bt P_\rerr so often s’ne’& clro? in a five=
dollar bill.

Then shed hide the eg9gs inside Grammas house
and in her bnck)mré.
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After Easter brunch, all of us kids would 9o to
Gramma’s {mckyurd and get rm&;{ to fill up our

baskets wH‘\w as mnh)/ eggs as we could find.

Meemaw useq 4o overdo i+ with the eaas, +huu3}'\,
and hide WAY more than she needed +o. Thn fact,
TN be+t y::-u could g0 out in Gramma's backyar& ﬁ'ﬂhi’
now and STILL find ehou‘gh to 4ill up a baske+.

Sometimes LIl find an eqgq at Grammas in a
cabinet or s+u#&d between -H-\e ::our;}\ cus\wiahs. A
few weeks ago Gramma's 4oilet wasn+ wark.’hg, and
Dad found a Fihk ?insﬁc egg n the water +ank
'H'\n'l' 1‘\:!.:1 ?robnbb( been bnbbihﬁ nruuhd n 'Hnere
for YEARS.
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When Meemaw g0t older she wasnt as s’nnr? as
she used to be, and she started putting strange
+]'\ih35 in 'H'\e F'mS‘H:: eags for Pr‘iz.ts.

Ore year T found a areen bean, a bottle cap, and

a paper r.hP in rr?/ eggs. That was the same ?fear
]"’"lnhh){ found dental floss in one of HIS.
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And T can +ell you from experience +hat a used
tissue sounds EXACTLY +he same as a five-dollar

bl when s inside a Flns-h'c eqa-

The last+ Easter eg9 hunt we had was +he year
Meemaw Passe& away. A+ her funeral, Mom
realized Meemaw wasn+ wearing her diamond

we&dihﬂ rihﬂ.

T ve ﬁo&y was all in a panic because that ring
hdc{ een ih 'H'\e ‘I'-.nmiiy for ‘H‘\f’tt 3therd+iah5, nhc_{
nF?nr‘th‘rly it was war"fh a lot of mnhe?(.

After the funeral +he Fum'l;; went 4o the rest
hnme w]'\ere Meemaw dh& Ptanw “\rt& nh&
turned the ?lm:e u?siée down, but ‘H‘\EP! couldnt
find ﬂ'\: rih& nhfwlw:r:.
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T+ got ?re‘H')’ "’5‘}’ after that. Great Auvnt
Beatrice accused her sister, Great Auh-f Mnr‘l‘hu,
of ?ock&‘hhs the ring for herself. Then Aunt
Gre‘h:heh sm’d Meemaw ?rﬂrﬂised HER ﬂ'\t r[ha, so
if ﬂ.h?({am}}l {found it, ‘H‘\EPI httcle& +o Jnnh& it aver.

And before }rcu knew i+, the whole ‘Fdhi';/ was at
Ench a-ther's +hran+s.

Se ﬂ'\n'f‘s l‘\ﬂw %ihﬂs ehcleci ﬂ'\e last +ime we all
5a+ Jmaeﬂmr, and its Prnbnblf the reason we
haven+t been in one Flm;r; sihce.
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T think the whole ring situation rcally shook Mom
up. She said she hopes NO ONE finds Meemaw's
ring, because if someone DOES, i+ could break up
the whole Farnﬂ}r.

But if 4hat means no more Visits from Auvnt
Gretchen and her kids, T have +o 5&7’ T all
for it.

Sunda
When it comes 1o ho“dd?'s, T'm more of a
Christmas 3“?‘ than an Easter su‘y.
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On Christmas, the second you get home from

church, you can just +o+-:a“7 unwing.

But on Easter you have +o s-l'n\?r in your church
clothes the whole du?r, or at least you do in
MY 'I"-nmill)f. J[.e-:-&d?' we went 5+rniﬁ"\+ {from l:,nurr.’n
1o Grammas house " and m‘y tie was ALREADY

.ernr-{'ihS +o_drive me crnz.y.
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T was nervous EUEY’)/GHE was Jus+ gonna ?ick
risH back vp where ﬂ\e?f lef+ of { after Meemaw's

funeral, but when we got to Crammas everyone

seemed to have moved chﬁ' Pl o

TVve never been that comfortable wa”f.ihs into
a room full of relatives. T know T see these
?m?le once or twice a year, but -I'.'nere are so
r-:dh;{ of them T cant even remember a\rer?(ahe's
NAME. Jﬂ\&;{ all seem to remember :\-'er?lﬂ'\ihﬂ
about ™E, H‘\nuﬁh.

SO HOw DID YOU
END UP DOING
ON THAT STATE

CAPITALS TEST?

—r
e
e
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T alwa},‘s try to get past the crowd in +he front
hnllway as quicH){ as ?nssibit and find a ?lam:

Wl’ltrt ‘H’H’.‘T’F‘. drﬂh}'f as Mhy ?tﬂ?lﬂ.

Mnhhyls 5+ra+e3}; is to ?raﬂh& he doesnt stk
whenever he's at {aniiy snﬂ-\erihgs, T admit Tm
a little Jealous and wish T had come up with that
idea a LONG +ime ago.

SO WHAT
HAVE YOU

GOT THERE,
LITTLE
FELLA?

?. E POKE

I. c{iclhj'f ‘H’\ihk mdh)r ?EGPIE wnul& 5]‘\nw up after ‘H‘\e
whole diamond ring biawu?, but it u'n:'{'un.u?! seemed

more crowded ﬂ\is ?H:nr.

On +mi:.= of Jrhr: aunts nhc} uncles wha usun“)! come
+o these +}‘.ih35, a bunch of Moms cousing were
there, +oo.
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Her cousin Gerald from California made the trip.
A??artthﬂ;,u he lived with my Fﬁmil)’ for a few
months rig’th after T was born, but T wish he

didn+ have +o remind me mr}’ +ime he sees me.

I USED TO
CHANGE YOUR
DIAPERS!

J
q

I - -
Moms cousin Martina was there, 400, and she
I r

hasnt been to a ifnmil;/ 3n+herih3 since she struck
it rich in Las "1."&3:15.

"nwe wn?f I ‘henrd i1, one marhihs Martina was
at H‘\: ’nn‘rt! breakfast buffet wl‘mh she ha'hctclz

ﬂhﬂ‘H‘\E[" room w['ﬂ\ mare 1"'-004 ot

But when she made a beeline for the other room,
51'\& {ouhd out 'f}\&r e WAS no a'ﬂwer room.
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T+ was m:ﬂd.“?f a -FuH-lchsi'h mirror rcﬂcd'ihs the

room she was a|rea&?' IN.

Martina broke her collarbone and suved the
ho-l‘el, 50 I'm Pre-Hy sure -ﬁ\e Parsc}\e Purked in

Granma's &r.’vew:ay was hers.

Uncle Lnrry was at Grammas, too. L dont think
hE}S nc'fuuu?l reld‘l”e& to nh?mhe, but someone invited
him {0 a *an:'|?1 event at some ?aih‘lr and htjs been

S}IDwihS up ever since.

GUESS WHO'S
HERE? UNCLE

LARRY!

Olp
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Uncle Larr)r's a great vy and all, but he alwnys
?nr‘ks himself in the best seat in Gramma's -Famil?e

J g g ? !
room ahd dntsh'f move untl +s +ime 4o leave.

WOULD YOU
BE A PAL AND
GET YOUR
UNCLE LARRY
A REFILL ON
PRETZF1 S?

Gramma's two sisters both came +his }ranr, even
-I'haush ﬂ-\e?f cant STAND each a::-ﬁ'\er. Every
Chrish—ms -H-\ey eachahse 1f:vrv.=:5n=:r-rl'sJr but ]: +H’nk
+he ahl?: reason -I'\\e>f do it is to see who can come
up with the mos+t ih5u|'l'ih3 Si‘Pr.

FIVE KETCHUP USED BAR OF
PACKETS DEODORANT
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On Easter at Grammas house youj‘.’e bnsicu“y got

three choices of how o occupy )(ourse|-Ff You can sit
in the 1Cam'|f room and watch 30‘1(' on TV with the
men, go in the kitchen and talk with the women,
or \'\dhs out in +}'\e basement wH'h all +l'\e J(.Eds.

None of +’nose o?-l'iohs reo.“y works for me, So I
a.‘wn?/s J'vs-i' lock m?/se|-F in the bathroom until its
+ime to eat.

i |
KNOCK
YNOCk 4




‘ﬂnc mah event at E.as-h:r 1S bruhch. ‘ﬂ\c whole
Family used to sit at one long table in the dihihg
room, but now -H‘uﬁ' +\'\t {um”y's Bias,tr, it's SP!H‘
between grown-ups and kids. The srowh-u‘ps}
+able is in H\t di‘nihs room, ah& -Hwe ki&s, +able is
in the kitchen.

I’m J:Ehc} of glu& we c%uhsed +)nih35 up, because
w)neh we all used = oo WY Vi +ose+\'\er, I'cl u|wa>!s ehd
up next to someane w\-\o was WAY more fh+eres+e&

" m>l life +hdh i was.

TELL ME EVERYTHING
YOU'VE LEARNED IN SOCIAL
STUDIES THIS YEAR!

Plus, when we all sat +oge.+\'\er, Mom would make
me eat food T didnt like. She a|wn?(s wants me
to +r>z her potato salad, which T mFsth be willing
to do if it wasn+ served in the same bowl she uses

when one of us kids has the flu.
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IF YOU NEED TO
THROW LP, DO

1T 1IN HERE.

T don't like eating in Gramma’s dih[hs room
c\h)qu)/ becauvse its WAY +oo formal " and T think

it mo.kes e\feryohe act ‘oo serious.

A few years ago Pee?aw had o green bean hahg,iha
from his \E? for most of brunch. That was {uhh?f
ehoua)n on its own, but when it fell into his 3|a.ss
of water, T had 4o |avsln.




T +]nou3h+ eVeryahe ELSE would luus’n, +oo, but
ho‘boc})( did. Dad shot me a look, and T got +he
feehhs T should Just kee\: y head down and g0
back to eu+ih3 oy ham.

Ever since then, whenever some"thS funn

\'\nP\?ehs c‘urihs a meal in the dihu'hs room, 1 do
e\'eryﬁ'hihs T can to stop rw)/seh( from lnushihs.
TN Pihch my inner Jr\-\ish or bite my |¢'? real hard,
but sometimes even THAT'S not ehoug)n.

One )/eu.r, when Pee\:aw went to blow out the
cah&‘es on \'\is bir‘ﬂwda?i cnke, Hs Jeh-fures came

f rihs out.

T strained so hard 4o keeP mysehf from !qug’nihg
+hdu+ I -H‘\ouah-i' I mi\gh*’ burst a b|aod vessel or
blow out an t)ftbn“ or someJrhihS.
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-Plus,_I_.knd_J_USI:takm_aiﬁﬁ_ﬁ?-of—cW
mi”:, and T was +r>n'h3 not to let it dribble onto
my Pla-te.

GLERK

2p

T +tried +o think of sorneﬂ'\ih& r‘eall)! sad, but
all T could come up with was Sweetie in his little
sweater. Then ohe +\\ou3¥\+ led 4o another, and i+

was J'us+ 400 _much for me to take.

Tn fact, now that T think of i+, +hat incident
is ?robaﬂy what led +o us kids "\d\"l'“s our owh
+able in the kitchen.
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Tr not sure how -H\e}l f&gured out who qualifies
as a k:& nhd w}mo’s an m}uH, becauvse Uncle Cecil
sits at the srowh-upsi +able. T krow i+ rnia}\-i'

SOUND like Uncle Cecll is a grown-up, but \'\E,S
d,c+ua||>/ ohl)/ +hree or four years old.

Great Auh+ Marcie a&o\H‘eJ Hm a few ?/edrs ago,
and somehow T guess +hat makes Kim my uncle. T+
&oes mdke H‘\fhss Pr‘e—H'?/ awkward sometimes.

GREG, CAN YOU HAND ME
ONE OF UNCLE CECILS

SWIMMIE DIAPERS?

QDDLER
PoOOL

T think the rule should be +hat if you need a
booster seat, ;,/ou’re au+omn+£cnll>r disqunliﬁ'e& from
sitting at +he srowh-u?s’ +able. But Uncle Cecil
sits in the dihihs room with the nduHs) and
Rodrick has 1o sit at+ +he kids +able, even +hou3}‘\

Ne's FrchricaH/y a grown man.
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’E&a?/ T made sure to sit as far dway—d$ il
could from Malvin and Malcolm, but that meant
T ended up siH[hs, next to my second cousin,
Geors.id, w}w ]na.s a front +oo+\'\ +)na.+’s so loose
it's hahﬂihs by a thread.

GEORGIA

Her tooth was like that the LAST +ime we saw
her, so were +a”<ih3 YEARS now. E.‘-ter'?/ohe n
+\'\e Famﬂ?/ tries to convince %er +o let -’rhem PU“ i+
out, bot s}'\e,s been s+ca||ih3 for forever.

IFTSTICL
FINKING
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When MY front tooth was loose, T was terrified
of te:‘H'ihs Someohe Pu" it. Mom spent WEEKS
+r>/ih3 +o convince me to let her ?/ahk it out, bu+t
T was +oo scared. E.Veh-’ruauy, she said if the
+ooth fell out in Py s|e¢f> T4 swallow i+ and +hat

was rta”)t dahserous.

I

L

BER

But T knew that wasnt true, because the week
before, Muhhy had swallowed one of r-.y +o>/ cars,
and HE lived.
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After a while, T quess Dad got fed up about my
loose tooth and decided to take matters into his
own hands. He told me he wanted +o show me a
mdsli-r. = o ick, ﬂﬂeh h& +ied a si‘r‘ihﬂ +to h}{ front
tooth and the other end fo a doorknob. T didn't

see what was coming until i+ was too late.

READY TO SEE
THE TRICK?

'

[

=

A*I':'fer wni‘chih& G:nrﬁid wirl }\Er‘ ‘h'm-l'}\ n_a crcle
wi‘l'l'\ hzr‘ +nh3mz for FGH'?!-'FN& minutes den?(, I
went into the -anilpz room because I knew ~I+m+’5

w\‘\t.'l"t Gramma ktt?s l‘\tl" 5+I“ih3.

But wl'\Eh I. walked in, ‘_[: was sur‘?risec} to find
that half +he grown=-ups were d.ircad?’ in there,
going +Jnr'cu5}n Gramma’s ?)na‘f'o albums.
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From what T could piece +c:5e:’rhar, Auvnt Audra’s
?s‘ychit +old her that Meemaw's diamond ring was
in a {-FamH?z ?hﬁa album, and when +he rest of the
grown-ups heard +hat, ﬂ‘\t?’ got all excited.

Then someone wggeﬁe& +hat mnybe. +he ?syd‘xic
didnt mean the ring was LITERALLY in a photo
album, so everyone started |an‘:ih3 %roush +he
?id'ur‘es to see if ‘H‘\Er" e were nh}f clues. A minute

later som:'l”\wihﬂ cuu&h‘f Uncle Lnrry’:; Eft.




Uncle LMTY was pointing at ?}mﬁ-s from the
last Easter we all got -l'ase-kher. Tn ore picture

Meemaw was wearing her diamond ring, and in the

next, she WASN'T.

Hin

'.C__j ~

== :
E (:Dn‘?;@ ?

I* &i&h}'l‘ take a sehius +o {iﬁure out w}\ere }'\er
ring went. Fifteen seconds later, ﬂferyahe was
fanned out across Grammas {mckydrd, searcl'\ihﬂ
for Meemaw's Pldsﬁc eggs-

1L
el

I
L
"

T
P v




i guess t‘u’cryohe ﬁgurt& that if +the riha wd$ in
an egg, then i+ was finders l:teyers. Mom +ried to
3»:1' evaryaht +o come back inside o have &tﬁ-:rt

but it was no use.

T+ was a little disturbing +o see how Sreed?e my
relatives were acting, bt T admi+ T got a li++tle
cnu&’n‘f up n 'Hnt exutement M?('EE'I‘F. \r\”ﬁile e‘u’er’?’ahe
else was lnﬂ’(ihﬂ for H’\t eqg OUTSIDE, I was
‘unkihg for + INSIDE.

But after Mom {:nuS}ﬁ me ri{ﬂihﬂ H\rﬂu&h
Grammas underwear &rdwer, I realized mn}{be I

was SI:JH'IHS, a little TOO carried nwn;z.
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T +hink Mom was ?re-H'?t fed vp with everyone b}(
+hat point, because she +old our fa.rr.;iy +hat we

were 3aih5 hcme.

As far as '_E k\"\nw, habr:cl?' nc+un“?' Fnuh:.{ -l"l'sz
rihﬂ. Bqu w\'\eh We &ra\'l: nwny 'l"-rar-. Grnmmn‘s, a

few ?mFle were still out 'H'\Er‘r. senrc\'\ihﬂ.

HAVE YOU
LOOKED IN

WA A THAT BUSH?
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!UES&:&F

Usm!!;h when Aunt Gretchen and her kids 5+th
with us, its for a week. But this +ime around,
+h¢?‘ a'nlpi lasted +wo DAYS.

That's because, after what hq??thed las+ hfahh
Dad +old +hem ‘H‘\t?’ were gonna have to leave. At
dinner we ran ovt of L‘.ﬂ-:!nu?, so Malcolm Fickt&
up the Phuhe and called L1 4o report us.

T+ +ook about two hours for Mom and Dad +o
clear ever)ri'hihs up with the cops.

A‘I‘:‘fer Dad gave Auvnt Gretchen and her sons the
boot, 1‘1‘1&;{ Fntkt& up and went +o Grammas.
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And T'm sure that was Jusi' fine with them,
because i+ meant -H'\e?( had more ime to look for

'H'\E e9g-

T was Sia.d +hey lef+, becauvse when -l'l‘o.e)r did T
g0t y bed back. For +wo hishi‘s T had 4o 5|EE?

in Rodrick's room on a iemk}r air mattress.

No matter how much T inflated i+ at night, b)f
mfhih& I Was l)(ihs flat on ‘H‘\e srauhd.

=TI

-III
ua-
- = ] 18
@ T [ s
555555553 z
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Yts-h:rclu.)' when I woke up on Rodrick’s -ﬂoar,
T SPQHE& SDMEﬂ'\ihS vnder his bed when I was
Sc'H'ihS dressed.
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T4 was one of +hose Mng,ic 8 Balls. T +hink

Roclrick 301’ it a5 a ?resehd' one ’yeqr ah& ustve
forgotten all about it after it rolled under his bed.

$®1 | ﬁ - ;E__ﬁ:_

T was ?ra‘H‘)/ excited to find T, because Tve
never gotten +o Pln?' around with one of +hose

-I'Hhss before.

The way you use +he Mn_a.'c 8 Ball is I:'y nskihg it a
quesﬁoh, -I'H&h shnkjhs it vp ah& wai-h'hs for :faur

answer to appear in a little window in the back.

T was curious 4o see if it m:-fuall;/ WORKED, so
I Sn"u’a it a +r“)(. I. ﬂmush'f up 9 ques‘ﬁnh u.hc{
mhc:h‘rrn'fecl real hnrd, ‘H’\:h gave 'H'\e Mnﬂic 3
Ball o snad shake.

AM I THE
SMARTEST

PERSON IN
MY FAMILY?
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A few seconds later, this is what showed up in
the l+tle window—

1 \-\d.\re +o 5::7, I was PreH}( in?ressecl. But I
hee&tcl to nsk ‘H‘\is 'H'\ihs a few more quzs*ﬁohs to

rnnl:t sure it was for real.

DONT YOU
THINK ROWLEY
AND ABIGATL
ARE TOTALLY
OBNOXIOUS?

11



And ever‘y 5ih3|t +ime, it was riS)rﬁ on the mohey.

E,uen when I tried 4o throw i+ for a lco?J I 3n+

an answer that seemed ?rt-Hy reasonable.

WHAT'S THE
GROSSEST THING
I'VE EVER
ACCIDENTALLY
EATEN?

‘n\eh I reul;’z.e:] -ﬂ\is +'nir13 wash+ ah17 Sm& for
answering QUESTIONS. T could ask it {or
ADVICE, Yoo.
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T started by nskihﬂ the Magic 8 Ball if T should
take a shower and if T renlly needed 4o finish the
outline for ey Science Fair ?rthc-h T got a “Yes”
on the h}(ﬁi&he issue, dut +he Hns.'c 8 Ball -h::-hall?!
let me off the hook on my project.

See, THIS is what's been missing mP( whole life.
Naw 'H'\n'f I:‘ure 3n+ SGME'H\MS +o %El? me r-m]:& all
the LITTLE decisions, T'm free to focus on the
IMPORTANT s+uff.

Th school we learned +hat Alber+ E.instein wore
the same clothes E‘U’E'F?? dn)/ so he didn+ have +o

waste any branpower on decidin w}'m-l' to wear.
y branp 9
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And that's tmr_ﬂr what THIS +5nih5’s gohha
do for me.

LI

Tn fact, after using the Ma&ic 3 Ball for Just
ohe &n}', I dont knrow how I ever sa-’r I:i;;
WITHOUT .

SO ARE YOU
GONNA UNLOAD
THE DISHWASHER
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APRIL
!bursdd?g
After ?h?rihﬁ around with the M-:aa.'c 8 Ball for a
few cla?ts, T found out i+ has some limitations. But
that doesnt mean T'm gonna give up on it just
YET. T 4ried using it to ke!P me with my math
hnmawark a few +imes, but 1 turns out i+s not so
500& at giving ?mu S?E::H'ril: answers.

IF X-43=19,
WHAT'S THE

VALUE OF X7 WITHOUT

A
DOUBT

P|u5, sometimes w“mah )fau REALLY httd an

answer {rom H’\E Mn&i; 8 Bnl'u, it can Jra‘hn”)( leave
y’uu hnhﬂih‘g.

'Tt-acln?; on rny wn?/ }\nme from 5&\90!; ohe of ‘H‘\t
Mihﬁc kids came after me with a stick. I asked
the Magic 3 Ball if T should run away of 1{‘1'31%,
ahd gave it a hard shake.
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For some reason, the Mnsic 8 Ball couldnt make up
s ming.

But the Mnsic 8 Ball TOTALLY made up for
it later on in the ddf' Mom +old me T ve been
SPEhJihﬂ too much time indoors and that T
needed o 3o outside and get some fresh air.

l Il
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When Mom lef+ +he room T asked +he Masr'-: 3
Ball if T should +ake her advice, and its answer

could not have been more clear.

So T hid out in Moms closet, which T knew would
be +he LAST Flnce she'd come |anj:ih3 for me.

"N}'\Je I was wni‘rihﬁ Mom out in +'nere, I ho'h’ce&
a bunch of books on the top shelf.
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‘nﬁt)/ were hidden behind some shoe boxes, so i+
wads Praﬂy clear Mom didnt want anyone +o find
them. At first T codn® figure out why she was
kteFiha all +hese books +ucked away in her close+
instead of on a shelf out in the open. But when T
read the titles, T +o+a“:,f got it.
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These books are {msimlly Moms secret weapon, and
51‘\2 &azshl'f want us ki&s +o KNOW about 'ﬂnem.

T ﬂf?FE& ‘fhrﬂuabn a few of the books, and
some were re::llpt e:)frn?thihs. T found one

'I']'\:rl' was about usihﬂ sornt‘f'nihg cn“td “reverse

?sychaloﬂy."

148



Flipping the

1d1dD$

Getting Your Child to
Do What YOU Want
=

ASSE

L)

‘ﬂ\& idea is Jrl-\mrl' ?mu can se-l' ?H:wr kids to do what
)(au waht {:7’ +e||ih3 Jrhan ‘o da Jr]ht OPPOSITE.
Now 'H'm'f ',E ﬁ\ihk of i+, Mom nh& Dn& 1‘1&\*1

been usihﬂ Jr"m‘f +tt]'\hiciur. oh us ever since I. can

TEF"\EI""ILEI'.
RODRICK, IT'S TIME
TO GO TO BED, SO
DON'T TURN OFF
THE TV!
AP
c{: ) - ;.':.

)
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When T was little, T uvsed o BEG Mom and Dad
+o let me do the dishes, but +1-\e?"d alwa?ls +ell me
I was oo )(nuhs to hel? out.

“Fihd.”?t, on my e:ish-fh Joirﬂ'.da)r H“Y let me dr‘y +he
&is}\es, and T was so ha\:»?;/ -I'ha?,' m's}ﬁ' as well
have given me a million dollars. Now T realize

the whole +}~.=’h‘5 was a trick, and Rodrick mustve
fallen into Jr’m*: same ‘l’rnF.
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There were books for Just about e\f:r?l ‘l?/?n: of
situation a ?ureh-f m.'35n+ have +o deal wH\-\ wh.’le
raising their kids. Tve uiwnys wondered where
Mam aets all her advice, and now T know.

When T was nine T found an inchworm ::rawlihs up
our front steps, and T named him Squirrn and ke?-’r
him in a little Jjar with holes ?nked in the top.

SQUIRM
THE
WORM

l

_%_

Ev:ry cln?f T4 let him out of the Jar so he could

5¢+ Some exercse.

TmEN|

=
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This was Just about the time Mnnhy was starting
+o -h:J:F. 1'\.'5 first s+ePs, which was unfortunate for

Squir‘r-- Jrl'\:: worm.

Il

T was rea“y torn up about i+, and that hJSH

Mom came into rny room to +alk.

She told me T shouldnt de sad, because Sguirm
was ih "’Ihchwurm Heu\reh“ dhd ﬂ-\n-l‘ " Ihc}\wc:rm
Heaven it's o.lwa;fs sunny and there are tons of
leaves to eat. And Tve gotta admit, that DID
r-mJ:t me feel better about ‘H‘\ihﬁs.
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Well, +c:+&a?' T found +he EXACT ?!acﬁ where
Mom sn'f ﬂ'\n'l‘ i&ea.

Helping Yuur Ch]ld Deal

0SS

771N

One of the books on Moms shelf locked FrE‘Hy
new, and when T Pulled 4 down a LOT of ﬂ'\ihas

ernr-hz& 4o make sense.

Making FRIENDS
[or Ynur(lhlld
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¥ H
Moms closet answered some other rnyshtnes, +o0.

When T was in kihdersﬁrﬂh T had a stuffed
animal called Tickles that T s|e?+ with every
single night.

‘ﬂ\n-t summer we went away on vVacation to H\e
{Jeuc\-\, and T 4ook Tickles with me. But one

afternoon w}\eh we came back to our ha+e| room,

Tickles was GONE.
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Mom said +he clcnhiha lm:l?l mus+t Ve scao?ccl up
‘ﬁcHtS wI\Eh she -I'onk +1'\E shee-\‘s, so we went
down to the Plnce where -Hwe?f do +he |nuh&r>r to

see if ht was in ﬂ-\e washar or Same-l'hihs.

But he wasnt THERE, either. B?l this +ime T was
?re-Hy \-\ys-feriml, so Mom old me T should make
some. Signs, which we put up all over the hotel.

HAVE YOU SEEN ME?

NAME: TICKLES

SIZE: 15 INCHES
LAST SEEN:

OCEAN VIEW MOTEL
RETURNTO:

OCEAN VIEW MOTEL
FRONT DESK
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‘n\t next &d}t we went to the {:anc}\, but T
couldn EHJG?’ n?tser because of Tickles.

Dad ?|n>/e.d one of these carnival games and won
me a stuffed animal +o reF!ace Tickles, but i+

wasn+ the same.

o A ! P
_n’go,,m,"d e -Q :
v _ .r-'r = L
.z 00

[»]




Losing Tickles pretty much ruined the vacation for
EVERYONE, so we lef+ for home a &a?l earl?'. T
went o sh:e? when we got back +hat his\w'l‘, and
the next ""-ﬂﬂ‘""hs Tickles was si-l'-i'ihﬁ on -l'cnP of

rn?’ Cl resser.

)

iE

~U

Mom said Tickles mustve found his wa;z home
because hr. la\r‘ec{ me So mud‘x. Ah& ‘H‘m‘rls w“m‘f I

believed for a lahs time.
[ I
A

p—

WAR
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But hidden nwn?' behind Mom’s baoks, there were
FIVE stuffed muhkeys that looked EXACTLY
like Tickles.

So +hat means Mom mustve gone out and hau‘g}ﬁ' a
bunch of re?lncerneh-r hﬂhk&7£ ri‘a\ﬁ after T los+
'H'\e nriaihul.

Who even KINOWS which version of Tickles is
55++ih3 ah H’\e 5\'\&|1€ N m?r closet rish‘l' how.

T.h Fac-h now +l-w.+ ]: H‘\Ehk about i, T. remember
a time when Mom had 4o wash Tickles because

I SPi”Ed s0me chacoh‘hz milk on Hm. W}\Eh 5}'\2
c?ehed 'H\& wnshihﬁ mnchihe &acr, it loake& like a
pillow had txfla&cd in there.
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But that ﬁgh* after my bath, Tickles was back on
bed, 3::5& as hew. So the one in r-?( room could
be a fourth or fifth sehtrnﬁnh for all T know.

This ALSO Ei?ldihs w\-\y Mahhy slee?s with ten
5+u~|f&d dinosaurs ew:r;,' higl‘\*-

He used o oh!y have ONE dinosaur he called
Rn?{, but Mnhh;f mus+ ve &ism"u'ered Moms \'\ic{deh
5+ﬂ.51‘1 of bncku'fs WAY before ]: c{-c{
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T wanted 1o L:cf:'fr cx?'mrihs Moms closet to see
what ELSE T could find, bt T heard Mom
coming uPsﬁirs, so T had 1o sh’P out of there.

Now that T know about Moms parenting

books, T should be able +o kea? one step ahead
of my folks. And T can thank +he Mnﬂic 3 Ball
for THAT.

ues&n

Tonight T decided to see if any of the +ricks in
Moms books would ac+un||7 work on ADULTS.

Tve been nskihs Mom and Dad for my own ?Haha
for FOREVER, but Mom d.l'w'dy‘S says T nlren&/y
HAVE ore. She's +nlk|’h3 about my Lady{ws Phuhe,
+]wau3¥;, dhd H’m‘f‘s mare likt a ?resd'\acl +c7(.
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So when me and Rodrick were Jaihﬂ the dishes
-l'a\-dﬂh-i', T 4ook a crack at using reverse Fs?fchalnsy
on Mom uh& Pd&.

I DONT ACTUALLY WANT
MY OWN PHONE, BECAUSE
IT'S TOO MUCH

RESPONSIBILITY.

T

-

I c{id‘n*ﬁ' know w\'er +o twl':er.-l‘, but I wWas shncke&
+o see how FAST i+ worked. R-"g]‘ﬁ‘ after that,
Mom came into my room dhcl ‘hah_l. me she‘d cltcicia&
o u?ﬂrnc{& ]her“ F‘haht dhcl was 3[?1’!‘\3 \\er‘ USED
ohe to ME.

But before 5}\& }xnhdea it over, s'nt said ‘l’}\ert
wWere sSome usr*ouh& ruh:s.“ S}we snid I. l'md o s]wnrr.
the ?}wr\: with Nnhhf because he uses i+ to Plﬁ;;

educational games.
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She also said T'm not allowed +o +ext any of my
-Irrr'ahds wi-ﬂ'\ n I8

Well, texting my friends isn+ gonna be a problem,
becavse at the moment T don+ HAVE any.
Shmhg with Muhh?! is anmother issve.

Mahh}/ likes +o +ake pictures on Moms Fﬁwahe,
bot T rea.lly don+t need HIS pictures mixed in

wH‘l'\ MINE.
Mo

Still, T was ?reH)z excited o 3&-1' rn}/ hands on 4
decent ?Buhe.
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il spent some time personalizing i+ with d hew
wallpaper and different ringtones. But in the
middle of dnihﬁ that, T got a text from Gramma
'|+\a'|‘ was a{:‘u'iuusi?l meant for Mom.

Texting with
Mom

rr'.f:an Frank come by
this weekend with
the boys and move
the piano to the

basement?

Mom said I wash + d||nwec.J| o text m:{ friehds, but
51‘\& never Sni& u.h?l'fhihg about RELATIVES.

Sorry they are
doing father/son
stuff this wknd.
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Aﬁ'er +hat was +aken care mrj T downloaded a
bunch of games and started huvihﬁ some fun.

But right in the mddle of a game, Aunt Veronica

called on video chat.

Incoming video chat from

Veronica

WHY, HELLO,
GREGORY!

The LAST +Hh3 L Expechd 4o see in the privacy
of my bathroom was Aunt Veronicas FACE.
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So T +hink T can be excused for beihs a little

sur?ﬁ'se&.

'l’. -F;shecl -l'he Fhahe out of -I'}n: toilet nh& clu:l
E‘ftr)('f\'\ihs T could 4o get it 4o turn on, but i+

wds ho use.

I feel kihcl of {Jd.& for ruihihﬂ it, but in my
&E{EHSE, I: DID 'I'I'}( +o warn Mom dhd I}nd -_1:
wash+ rencl)f for that kind of res?ahsibilﬁ?z.
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wtdhtsé d?:

Tve been getting tired of hwihﬁ to fear for v
life whenever T walk {:y +he Mingo kids woods,
but T realized those Quys ohl}; red.“’y Pick on +he
after-school crowd. So T decided my smartest

rmove was to JuS‘I‘ wart Jr'nen out.

That meant T needed 4o find s-::mrﬂ*-;hg to kill
+ime once school ended. There are a whole bunch of
cubs for students, but Tve never rmllr been that

interested until now.

Q] 2

International Reldtmna Club Poetry Club




‘E:}n}/ T 5+nyecl after school +o see if there was
snne'l‘hihs +hat would be a Snad fi+.

The Board Game Club sounded like i+ r-ighi' be
?reHy fun, but i+'s run EPI Mr. Nern, and
The ulreadr sPeh-l' n:hcush time with him for one

YOU SUNK MY
BAT TLESHIP!

school ?;enr.

"nwereis a Pi"nw-—ﬁghﬁh& Clu{h ‘o0, but one look
ihsi&e -ﬂ'\e room wher& ‘rhe?z meet +ald me it wasn+t
'I"tn”?( m?’ +l'\ih5.




There are some clubs that are REALLY on +he
'Irrr'hse, like the Free Huss Club +hat Just started

up this S?rihs.
YOU LOOK LIKE
YOU'RE HAVING A

ROUGH DAY! /=

LN
[IF{{ I1]
| 11

Il

T+ was oo hard 4o decide what 40 do, so T left
i+ up o +he Hasir. 8 Ball. T walked up o each
door where the different clubs meet and gave the
8 Ball a shake 4o see which one T should Jaih.

T~

168



T got alot of "™Nos™ and a few “"Ask Again
Laters,” bt T ﬁ'ha“y got a "Yes, I)tfrihi-rely“

when T was in front of the Yearbook Club door.

T walked inside, and the staff looked like i+ was
in the middle of a meeting.

T waited in the back uvntil the meeting broke
up, -H\en wa”:ed up +to +'nz e&i-fnr " ﬂhi&{, Bﬁs?!
Buaklts, and asked if I could J'aih.

S’nt suid H’\t ytnr{:mk was almost Fihis}\ed, but
'H'\E)( needed a few more ?l'm-h:s for the "Candids”
?dgl.'.. ‘ﬂ\:h shr. Sdu'cl Jr}\: 5:}100' wou'l& an -ﬁ\r:
bucks for every Fl‘mh that ended up ih +he
?rmrbouk, and 1 was sold.

T T can avoid +he Mihso kids AND SE‘I' ?nid,

* - -
thats a win-wih.
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”'_!.Ul"SdﬁF

Té&n?f was. my first cln?a as the ycarbmk
photographer, and i+ wasnt as easy as T
+\‘mu3h+ i+ would be. T wanted +o get 3.-:-:::]
pictures, but 4o be honest, kids at my school
dont realif do ah},'ﬂ‘\ihﬂ +hat INTERESTING.

EAT

SMART

T was +r?'ih3 +o do my Ja’b +akih3 pictures while
ALSO being a full-+ime student, and that didnt
mnkt H‘\ihﬂs nh)( easier.
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T was \ﬁaPiha sam{io&)/ would do Somi'hihﬁ r'emll);
dumb and T4 3&+ a sr‘eu-t‘ Fr'r.'l‘ur‘e of it. But for
some reason people were on their best behavior
-I'adu.?'. One shot T was DYING +o get was Jamar
Law with his head stuck in a chair.

‘ﬂ'\er‘e wds d Fic-h.-re of him &a:’hs +}m+ in -H'\e
LAST ?zenrboak, and if he did i+ again T wanted
to be rea&?’ for . 'I: know a Pho'l'o&ra?htr isn+
SUF?GEEJ to influence }1[5 SUBJE::'ILS, but I Jr'n'acl ‘o
at LEAST hu&se Jamar in ‘H‘\E ris\'\‘f clire-::‘ﬁnh.

T'LL BET YOUR HEAD
WON'T GET STUCK

THIS TIME. BET YOU
ANY THING!

"Nhehever I see o Pic'fur‘l: n a yearbcok or a

magazine, +here’s alwn;{.s a little cn?i'iah underneath.
1



So when T 4urmed in oy Phahs at the end of
+he &a?t, T wrote little blurbs so Bﬁsy would
know what she was |ankih3 at.

i precty sure Doug Parker’s
Sy is open fiere

[

8]
Trevar Wilson leaves the batferaom Nof aeain! Chad Middfeton poes to
witieemt washing his hands. the nurse’s affice with a bloody nose.

‘ﬂ\& sren-l' +1-\ih3 about ?id'ures huwndm}rs 5 -I'l-m-l'
Evtrﬁ]wihs 15 disi-hﬂ, so it rou clnhur like S:Jrv:eﬂuihs
about a Pha'h:u ;{au -hmlc, Pinu can nlwn?ls ﬂenk i+
oh ‘H‘\E -::on?ﬁi:r.

T took a muFle of shots at lunch where samebudy
blinked, and those ?}\a-h:s wouldve been USELESS
if I wasn+ able 4o e&i‘r Jrl'\tm.
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'I ﬂgure every yeqrbonk needs a little humar, S0
T edited a few Pic+ur¢5 to make them funnier.
HDFE{U“){, Mr. Bhke!;{ wont be 400 mad w\'\eh he

sees his.

eutacff or

word /

O

T realized beihﬂ the ?(enrllank ?'nc‘fasrn?her 5;’\:&5
me a lot of POWE.R, too.
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T can decide who 351'5 in the ?rcarboak and
whoe DOESN'T. And if theres sweba&y who
ANNOYS me, T can 3c+ some revenge.

T +ook picture of Leon Feast after school, and
when T Playe& around with it on the computer, T
shrunk his head {‘.r?' 75%. T seriausly ha?e +hat
ohe gets past +he editors. And if i+ does, T give
all credit 4o the Magic 8 Ball.

Mnhdn?{

Over the weekend T got a chance o a0 back into

Moms closet, and T found my old Bcdy Blankie
btl‘\ih& \'\Er winter boots.

A 4



T codldn+ BELIEVE i+. T4 been |aakih3 for
-H-m-l* +l-\ih3 for +§we Fas+ few mah-l*\\s, dhd it was

: ¥
in Moms closet all n|uh3.

T got the Bad;l Blankie as a Christmas gift last
yenr from Mom nhd Dad. ‘\\“\eh ]: |cal=:E& at 'H'\e
{Jax, I l‘mw: to admit I wash+ too +1-\r£|'|ecl about it.




That changed the minute T put i+ on. Let me
Jus-f sa?r for +he recc-rd +hu+ w\\never invented -H-me
Bn&?f Blankie is a GENIUS.

You know when ?louir'e wa+ch£h3 TV wH'E a blanke+t
qu?Fe& arouhd f”” and ?'au waht to 3ra{> )fcur'
drink or the remote control, so you have +o take

'H‘\E whclt -H‘wéhs off 4o free up ?zcmr hands?

DARN
IT!

Well, the Ba&)y Blankie SOLVES all that. T+s
like a reSular blanket, but with sleeves +hat have
MITTENS at H’\E ends. So ?’ﬂu can srnb stuff

wi-rhaui' ever exposihg Yﬂur skin 4o 'H'\& col& air.
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The Ea&f Blankie is made of flannel, so huv;hg i+
on is like Ii)l‘.'ihs in bed all the +ime.

RODRICK got a Bnd;{ Blankie, t00, and T +hink
he liked HIS even more than T liked MINE. Tn
{ac-\‘, atter Radn’::k ?u-l‘ 'nis on for 'H‘\E first +ime,
he didnt take i+ off for sameﬂwihﬁ like five &n;/s.

]: +’nihk 1\& waul&‘\re S‘I'EI?IEE.JI in it for 3001:]: if Mom
&i&h*’r make l'\im +ake a shnwtr.
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Rodrick uvsed 4o ahly slctF in his bed or on the
couch, but once he had his Bnd?' Blankie he ?re-f-t)f
rmuch dozed off whenever the mood struck him.

Mom and Dad put vp with it for a little while,
but me and Rodrick Pralm{al},f took it too far,

and our Ba&y Blankies mfs-l*err'ausl:f disnP?EnreJ
soon after that.

"Nheh _I: {cuh& r'i)l Bcd?! Blankie 'H'\is weekehd, I
didnt know what +o DO.
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T T started Pnrnclihg around the house in i+, Mom
would know T Ve been ?akihﬂ around in her closet.
The ah|;,( Plnce T could r‘eally wear it was in bed,

but ﬂ\u-t‘ se:ernecl +o kih& of d&{ecﬂ' -l'he Pur‘PaSt.

But this morning when T was getting rea&;/ for
schnui, I 3a+ an i&&d.

T realized if T Fu+ m?f Bu&y Blankie on UNDER
Enhmi cioﬂ\ts, ho ohe wnuld even khﬂw. Ahc_{

beihs in class wouH be |il:r: beihs n BED.

But I wish I‘d ‘r}mual‘x‘l’ it H\rnuSl'x a little
better. 'ﬂ'\e Bo&y’ Blankie miﬂl'\'f be comfortable to
wear while wﬁc’nih& TV at home, but wnlkina +to
SCHOOL in i+ was a whole other matter.
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The Ia%inﬁs of the Bc-cl)/ Blankie are reall}.,'
short, so you look like a penguin when you walk.

T coddnt open my locker with the mittens,
and +r>dih3 to do \jum?ﬁhﬁ J'du:ks in Phy’s Ed was
HOPELESS.

Plus, ',[. found out 'H'xe dis::d'urnh'fnse of flannel is
that it 3:+5 rtalll}a HOT.
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After F]hys Ed, +he Bml?‘ Blankie footies were
filled with sweat, and T krew it was +ime o bail

on the idea.

But when T 4ried +o take the Bod;f Blankie
OFF, +he upper SHdF?&d.

—

|
Il
Il

T shouldve KINOWN never 4o frust a product
that's advertised on TV.
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T +tried o wr‘ieele out of it b?t ?ushih‘g my drms
up +hrau31-\ +he hole where rw?{ head was, but T
couldnt get my elbows out.

I started o ge nto a4 Pnhic because +hcre. wds ho
ventilation in that +Hh3; and T was worried T

was gohna get baked alive like a microwave burrito.

l

_rﬂ%

After a minute T took a lot of JEEP breaths o
calm m?(SE'I*Ir &nwh. A+ 'H\n‘f Faih‘!’ +5nf:rl: were ohl

a few more classes o 90, and then T could cut

m?’St.Hr free at home.

M}! last class was Social Studies, and we had a
test. T wasn+ ?r‘anred at ALL, so T was Sia.&
w\'\th I Fﬂuhd out i+ was +ru&/‘l'rn|se.

182



Becavse thats EXACTLY +he kind of +Hh3 +he
Mas;r. 3 Ball s 5:&::4 at.

When the test started T Fullad +he Magic 8 Ball
out of Py I:ins and went +hrau3:h +he questions one
{}:{ one. A few of the answers didnt look ri‘gh-l' +o
me, but the Magic & Ball had gotten me THIS f{ar,

nh& 'li wash+ gonna Start c;uesﬁ'inhihﬂ T how.

T4+ was STILL ?re-H); time-consuming, ﬂ'\oush-
Ki&s were l‘mhdih& n ‘Hneir tests, nhcl. I wash +
evVen knl'l'rwn)f +'nrou3l'\ ?rt‘h




T started 3¢++ih3 nervous that T wasnt gonha
fimish before +he bell rang, and the ng.’c 3 Ball

was &nihs some SERIOUS S+n|lih3.

T shook i+ faster +o +r7 to get real answers, and
that's when T lost a handle on it.

"n\e Mnsic 8 Ball l'\i'l' Jrhe sruuh& }mrdJ nh& before
T could srnb o S rolled RIGHT 4o Mrs. Merritt.
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Just then +he bell rang, and after +he class let
out, Mrs. Merritt took me down to Vice Prihcipml
‘Ra}fs office. Mrs. Merritt 4old him she had cnugh‘f
me red-’nuhc{ecl usihﬂ o "hiﬂh-'fec}\ t"\Ed‘I’iHﬂ t.JrE\.fite“
oh r-\?( test.

:E ﬂ‘\ihk \ice Pr‘ihci?dl RDPJ was a lit+He mhfuse&,
but 'ne took Mrs. Merritts tnm?|nih+ seﬁ'aus!?(
anyway. He called MOM, and ten minutes later
she was in his office.
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The 3:::1' to Siw: Mom crth', because she stuck
vp for me. She said the Magic 8 Ball was Just a

“Narmless +c:7" and that T COULDN’T have
been usihg, it to -:htdd'.

T wanted to nterrupt Mom and tell her not 4o
&isres?eﬁ +he Muﬂic 8 Ball 57 Cd”ih‘a it a +n7, but
T -Ifésurs:& that could wait until later. Plus, Mom
hadnt said ah}ﬁ‘hihﬂ about the Bocly Blankie >!E+
and T didnt want +o risk r--nlcihs her mad.

]: -I'}mu:ath Vice Pr.'hr.i?al Ru)r was gohna le+ me
of £ +he hook, but then he ?ullecl up- My record
on ’n.’s ccrn?u+er. He sm’d m:{ arndes }\ave been
Soihﬂ &nwhhi” |n+el?f nhd 'H'\n‘f I‘m 5|5F?[h5 in
E‘JEI"}! EUBJEC'I’. 'ﬂ'\eh l'\e 5::.’& T.. hnwthj-f Turhe& noa

homewark nssiﬁhmh-i' for three weeks.
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Well, that mish#‘ be +rue, but ever since Fre\gley
ditched r-.?r -I‘e;c-i'{:nokz, it's been a li4+tle hard for

me 1o :lo my nssiﬂhnenﬂ.

Then Vice Prihci?nl RO}’ +c:-|'n|l>x &rc??td a bomb on
me. He sm'd +hn+ f 'I &i&hli’ irv-.PruVE m?f sra&es in
-I'\we next few weel:S, I was gonna }'\m +o g0 to
SUMMER school.

THAT sn+ m?‘ attention. I.“'Je 1‘\':!1.['& rumors about
summer Sc]hoah and its not some‘ﬂ'\ihs T r*enu)r
want to be a ?nﬂ' of.
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For one +hin5, T know H’xe?/ shut off the air-

cnh&i'l'i::hih &uﬁ'h ﬁ'\e summer to save mohey.
) 9 Y

The classes are more like detention +han school,
and none of the reqular teachers are there. Tn
fact, T Keard the Ehalis}\ teacher for summer
school is the JANITOR.

'J: clu'n*-l' know if Vice Prinr,i?ul Ro}( was Jus’r '|‘I">Iihs
+o scare me, but if he was, i+ WORKED. Because
'H'\E +’nau3}\‘l’ of s?th&ihﬂ m?l summer Vacation

wH‘l'\ Me. Mt&ks i5 ehnusl‘x +o turn me into a
straight-A student.




!bursda;

T not re;all}( sure how y Sradts get so bad,
because my year ndunily started off ?rt‘r‘l}/
GOOD. Tn the first quarter o got A's and
Bs on my report card, and Mom even took me
ot to get a ho'l’-{udse sundae to celebrate my

accom |i5\'\ ment.
i

RODRICK Sn'l‘ n on 'l‘h'\e action, ‘oo, even
+]'mu3\'1 HE r‘a?nr‘k cd.r’cl Jri'\d‘f c{ual"‘rer wds |nus?'.

7

’ﬁm‘f JrnusH’ me ‘H’\rﬁ even if ?mu +|:7 )your‘ I::e5+,

someohe S Ju5+ gonna r-mnf;\'\ off ?'nur \'\dr‘d wnrk.

I know 'I.’m hot 'H'\P. bes+ eru&Eh'I' or nh)lﬂ'\ihﬂ "

but I’\:e never had o worry about Saiha +to
SUMMER school.
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So +this week Tve been Jaihs t‘vcr}lﬁ\ihg T can o
get my situation uhder control. Mom got me a set
of used textbooks, and Tve been -:nﬁ:hiha up on
ry assighments every hight

But some of the classes T flunking don+ even
HAVE )name.wark* One is Music, dh& m?f ?rob|trn
THERE is that T dont participate. Nohe of +he
buys reull}: do, which is why Mrs. Norton comes
ria!‘ﬁ up in our faces and tries +o get us to sing.

¢ YOURE A GRAND ¢
$3OLD FLAG, YOURE AYY
} HIGH FLYING FLAG! J

T£ Mr. Meeks is the ENGLISH 4eacher in

summer school, then T don+t even wanna imagine
w\‘m‘l‘ Music class looks like.
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T decided +hat, s+ur+ih3 TODAY, T was gonha
be Mrs. Nnr'foh}s bes+ 5+u.:{'th+.

So when she called my hame at the start of class,
T stood n’a}ﬁ up and belted out the song we Ve

{Jtﬂh Wurkihﬂ ohn.

THERE'S A HOLE IN THE BUCKET,
) 4 DEAR LIZA, DEAR LIZA! J J]

THERE'S A HOLE 1IN, THE BUCKET,
i §) DEAR LIZA, A HOLE! J §$3




Mrs. Norton waited until T was finished, then
she said she wasn+ astha me o SING, she was
Just cn”ihs attendance.

All week, Mom's been }\EIPEHS me catch up on my
nissihs l'\omewnrk nssi&hmeh‘fs, but 'H'\& one ‘r}\ihﬂ
she says Tim gonhna have fo do on my OWN is +he
Science Fair Pr‘o\jut Ahd that kind of stinks :
because Science isnt :xdcﬂy Py strong suit.

For LAST V:nrjs Science Fair, rr?’ u?zrimth+
was on m=+nmr?husi5. T collected a dozen or so
-:a+er?i|'mrs ahd F“+ them in o box with leaves +o

eat, and 'H‘\E.){ all made cocoons.

[/
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M}! Flnh was to open the box at the EXACT
moment ﬂwy turned into butterflies and blow the

Ju&ses nwa?'.

T worked hard on i+, and even turned n m

pro ject a du?( EARLY. But T left the box with
+he l:n‘fe.r*?i"nrs on the ]nen'fer‘ in ‘rl'le Science
classroom, and uh-l'rm“fuhn‘{'tly’ that was the end
of that.

v/ %

vd
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Ecln?f clvurihs recess I was h H’u: I.'brar;: . ihS
to get ideas for m?' Science Fair ?rajr.-ﬂ' , onhd
B:ﬂy Buckles came in to say ‘Hn:;} needed me in

+he ?'r.qrfruak office.

She said the Class Favorites results were in, and

she asked me o take Fr'c-l'ures of -I'.hr: winners.

T didn% bother o vote +his ?rear, so 1 wasnt
even sure who was on the ballot. But once the
winners started Filihﬂ n +krau3}~. the daur, i+
wasnt too hard to ﬁsure out who had won what.

MOST MOST  BEST
ATHLETIC FRIENDLY SMILE

MOST | ke
LIKELY TO 3




Most of +he winners were e,md'l?f who yau’:i expect.
Br),'r.e Anderson won Best Hair, Cecilia Faramir
won Most Talented, and Jenna Stewart won

Best Dressed.

The Dhl}’ REAL surprise was Liam Nelson, who
won Dest Loakihﬂ. But Liam works on the yearﬁaak
staff and was in chdrﬂe of cauh-l'in‘cj up +l'\e votes,
50 same+hih3 tells me ’ne ‘FUEJSEC[ 'H'\E results.

“rﬂ‘\eh Frtﬂiey wd|ktc{ 'I‘Br‘cush 'I"ne &aor, I 35'1‘
confused. The nh!?z cn'h:'-jar?l T could see him
wihh.ihﬂ was Class C|awh, but 'I: }\dcl JUS‘f ;ihishzd
+mkih3 J:-Fir:rc}( Lnfﬂ:y’S picture.

FLASH
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So T looked over the list Bcﬂf gave me and
found out Frtﬁle)f had been voted MOST
POPULAR. But +he wn?( %ihss have been 8°i“3

'md'e!?t, T guess T shouldn® have been SUrPrise&.

T was alred.&)f n a ?rcH}/ bad mood when +he
last +wo PEoFle walked in +he room 4o have their
?icﬁ-re taken.

ﬁﬁ |

I loakt& cinwh at H‘\t Frih+au+, nh& wh&h I
scnhhed all ﬂ'\a wu.;/ o ‘l']ne boi"rom, I felt sick.
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L i i e e T . TS e IR T TRy e Ty Twy 0 T g T

Cutest Rowley Jefferson +
Couple @ Abigail Brown

Tve had 4o do some uh?lf:a.snhi' +hihﬂs n my life,
but believe me, NOTHING compares o what T
had to suffer -}‘hrnua’n *adny.

i

After +hat T o”i{inlly resiﬁhecl as 7earbnc-l:
?l'\n‘l‘csrn?\‘\er dhcl 'I'urhtcl in m)f camera. Decause

reu”?( S ‘H“.EFE*.S chl?f so r-wc}\ ohe ?Ersoh can take.
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T“"-nhdn?g
Jn\ihgs \'m‘-r: reail?f fallen anrJr for me ever since

T &raPPtd rﬂ?’ Md&ic 8 Ball in Mrs. Merritt's class.

After Vice Prihc.'?al Ra)r gave i+ back 4o me, T
noticed i+ seemed a lot lighter. T+ turned ovt
when i+ hit the floor, it cracked and the blue
'u'quié behind +he little window leaked out. So +hat
meant i+ was -i'a-tall?' USELESS.

RATTLE

i RATT
o JlES

T ended vp -’rossp'hs i+ over Grammas fence on the
w::t:f home from school that &ny. But |d.+tly Tve

r-:issr:cl hnh’ih& it, becnusa I."'u't }m& Some REALLY
'I'riﬂjz?l decisions o make.

T {ihall?r cnus}ﬁ up on r-?f missing homework
nssi&hneh’rs, but my Science Fm'r ?FBJEE'I‘ 15 &ue an

ﬂwrsday, and T still dont even have an IDEA
for it ‘yﬂ'.
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So T +Fau3}n+ of Erick Glick. The nlwn?rs heard
he could hook you up with an old assignment f
you were noa Fihc!h, and T fisurté maybt he could
even get his hands on a Science Fair P@j“t

But still, T didnt know if T wanted o 3&‘!‘
involved with a shn&? character like Erick. This
was just the kind of decision Td crdiharﬂy leave
up to the Mnﬂic 8 Ball, but ‘l’ocln?! T was +o+nl|>!

ah m}( owh.

T. was ?reﬁy des?era-l'e, +\\nu55n, so at recess 'I:
found Erick }sdh_gihg. out behind the school and
'h:h.J: ’nin about m?' situvation.
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Erick said he could take care of me. H!: did some
kind of secret knock on a door a few feet awdy
that had no handle on it. Then the door opened
{rom the inside.

T+ 400k a minute for my e.yas to udJus+ +o +he
darkness. The room was nP?arehﬂ?f some kind of

storage area, and there were half a dozen kids

crawded drouhd a &Esk wiﬂ-\ a Pii& of papers on it.

Eagaaasunide

}.E_

/f \

2&': o
L-E




There were old book reports and Hﬁor?r papers,
ah& a buhch of aﬂ'\er S'I‘ufr-F, +to0.

The person who seemed o be in charge-. was
Dernis Denard, who's in e.'sh-ﬂ‘\ 3rn&c but 9ot
held back twice. T'm guessing he s-l'a?feci n middle
school on PURPOSE  because he's got such a

5&:}& racket 30[!’\3 on.

T rick told Dennis T needed a Science Fair project,
ah& Be +ook me 4o a se?arﬁe area in -ﬂ-\e back

where there were SHELVES of old ones.

201



As far as T could +ell, +the better +he project,

-I'he mare i+ cost.
Eei})ding e e
the Human
Genﬂmg %l

m '

Ore of +he projects seemed kind of familiar, and
when T ook a closer look T knew why T+ was
RODRICK'’S Science Fair FfﬂJEt+ from wheh HE

was in r-u'clc“: sd'mnl.
'J: remember Rndr&ck wark.’hs on -H-mﬁ ohe. His

idea was to see if different +>/Pes of music hn\re an

effect on how fast flowers grow.
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So he put a ?cﬂ'ﬁ:cl fower in c‘u'er?f Pldce in the

house w]ntre ‘Hﬁtre wds music.

The flowers all died within two weeks, and Rodrick
+hau3h‘\+ +he music killed ‘H‘\EI""‘I. But Mom told Hm

-I'he reason -I'\-n: lants died was because \-m never
P

WATERED them.
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i guess the school Just CIUNFS all the old Science
'Fuér Frajec+5 in +\-\t s-raraSe room, wl'\e-ﬁner -l*he;,f
3a+ a decent Srnclt or not.

—570ie | What # pe %

(R | of musid do |
CE) =y ° flowers 1,
p.F-'TER: like bCS‘l'?

T don't know if seeing Rodrick’s old project is
what did i+, bt T started havihs second +hauah+s
about this whole -I‘Hhs. T think Dennis and Erick
could tell T was getting cold feet, because +he?'

?ressured me 1o ndk& a decisioh.

T told Dennis T didnt have dhf r-.ahE?( on me and
that T'd come back tomorrow.
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E rick told me to turn my ?atkeﬂ inside out o
PROVE i+, but T roticed the door 4o the outside
was open a crack and T bolted.

e — ]

Tr not sure Tm rendy to get involved with the
Dennis Denards and Erick Glicks of +he world

ahywa?f. Because once yuu -I'ake -I'ha-l' first s-l'e-,?,
'H'\EI"EJS no +u'r‘h:'h3 back.

WHAT'RE
YOU 1N =
. FOR? ,{ A PAPIER-MACHEY HIL
*J o |
'::_. :.)
g ol
i b j
? [ B ﬁ.ﬂ-—-’ —
& SB BB
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Wadhﬁs&a?g

Well, T didn+ see THIS coming, One week after
Rowl:): and Abiﬁqil got voted Cutest Cuu?lc, word
on the ?lqysrauhd is that +h=>fre through.

T heard +hat Abiﬁail is back with her old

bu;,!{rriehd, Michael Sdm?SOh, and ?eaFla are sn?tihs
+he ohl?l reason she got -I'o32+}~.er with Rowley in
the first ?|uce was 4o make Michael Julous.

APParEhH);J it WORKED. But from what T
hedr‘ci, Jr\'\a wd?' Rawlaf Fauh:.l. out was kihd of \'mrsh.

2




But T cant s?ehcl a lot of +ime 'Ftﬁ!l'hﬂ sorry for
Rowle?/, because T ve got ?ra[:lems of my OWN.

Ytsﬂréay T had +o shy after school for +he
second &n?r N 4 row doihg, research for my Science

Fair ?roJec+, which is due tomorrow.

And by +he way, T 3!::& T decided not +o 90
-I'he Dennis Denard rouvte, because -I‘acla?f sume{m&y

'H't'-’?ﬂd off a +Enc1ﬁer, nhc{ a buhc}m of Jri'\t {dcuH“f

members 5+n3ec.J: a rdid oh H‘\E s*h:rnﬂt room.




The kids who 5@1‘ mushi‘ were Sivm detention for
-I'he rest of the ymn and I‘m sure ﬂ-\e ?uhfshmetﬂ'

includes an auvtomatic '|'r‘|'lf? o summer schnui.

TICK
TICK
TICk

Tve sl 3c+ a chance to 3&1’ OUT of summer
school, and T really \"C'F"’-‘ T DO, becauvse T dont
want 1o be staring at Dennis Denard’s swe:ﬂy
back for the rest of the summer.

E [}UFSC{&;

T. wnrl:e& oh m?l Science Fair Prcjec+ 7&51*&:‘&::?'
from '|'}\E +irme T. sn-}‘ \wum& vl 11:30 at hish'l‘.
I wouldnt 5::7/ n?‘ Pra\je::‘f 5 gonha win 'H'\& Nobel
Prize or dhf'fhihs, bt T was ?rnud of m;.«salf: for
nc+un|i}« getting i+ DONE.
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T +hink Mom was ?re-H'?t hn???z, +o0. But afder
T was finished she went over +he regurements
+hat Mrs. Abbihs-l‘oh sent home, and it said in
bi& i:a'n:l letters H’\n‘f ‘H\E written ranrJr hnd +o
be TYPED.

Mom said +there was o use cahFlnihihS, and that
1: httdt& ‘o st'f stri'r:n{ oh 'I}f?iha up Jrht rePur'I'.

But T had nlrea.cl;,l S?Eh-l' all "V eher37' 5e++ih3
+o THAT Fcih‘r, so I. 'h:uH Mom ]: was gonna

go o Slet? and wake up extra enrly to get the

] r‘k r}oh £y
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‘I set rn?/ alarm 'Fal" 6$00, but whch I woke up
+his morhing it was gy T +c-+al|>1 freaked out
because T didnt remember ’ni++ih3 the snooze bar

even ONCE.

I

-~

T kvew T was in trouble becavse T had +o leave

for school in +we.h+?' minutes and +here was ho

WAY T could +:{?e "t up before +hen.

But when T went downstairs, my Science Fair
Prr{jec-l' was si-l'-f‘ihﬂ on the kitchen JmHt, and -ﬁ‘m
w¥10|e ‘rl‘;ih& was 1 YPED.
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For a second T kugh-l' mn?/JDe +he Science
Ref.‘ar‘r Fm‘ry had come in nverhi31'1+ and sFrr'hHe&

some F:’xit dust on the pages, but then T realized
i+ was MOM.

'I went vp 4o her room o thank har, but she was
out CQH.

P

1: hnh&ed in mP/ Science Fair ?ro\jec‘f durihﬂ second
?erinc{, and T {fel+ like a HUGE w&ish‘r had been
lifted off mPJ shoulders. For the rest of the :_J;u.?z,

il nc+un'u|?‘ ENJOYED m?/sd{f at school.

'Row!r.;;, on the other hand, was not Ja}hg S0 Sm&.
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A+ recess he J'uﬁ wandered around with a dazed
look on his face, and once or twice T saw him near
the Find a Friend station.

i +!|‘1ou3h+ about going over and +n|kih3 +o him,
but Mr. Nern beat me +o it.

@v, HELL@
THERE, YOUNG
MAN!

The more T *}\aus}'\‘l‘ about =+, the more | realized
me ang Rowley are ?robabl?' better off rot beih‘g

friends nh?fwn)r. Weve been Sa[hs back and {nrﬂw
for so lahﬂ ﬂ'm‘f Eht.'.-t.-ﬂl'\ iS F:'r"u:-uah nlr‘en&)l.
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But seeing Rowlc’y ?la?r checkers on the bench with
Mr. Ner‘n made me feel rea.uy 3ui|'|‘?t.

T couldnt decide what o do about Rawhy, so 1
went to the one Place where T krew T could get

dam anSwer,

On +he way home from school, T .H'a?Pe& 5}(
Gramma's house to see if T could find the Mnsp'c 3
Ball in }v:r‘ bdck‘ynr‘d. I krew it was I:-rakth, but

1: ﬁmu&}x‘r samehow I tnuld 5:+ ohe more 305.:1;

answer out of it.

T+ took a io‘ns +ime bt T Fihnll)r found it near
+he wocd?ﬂe.

) !

‘,I: was rend)‘ +o0 concentrate real 1{'\mrcl u.h.:l ask
n?( ques'hoh . but +hn+‘s when I. noticed $ome+hih5
green and s\\ih;r ?okiha out from under a Iaﬂ.
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T -Far3a+ all about +he Mnﬂic 8 Ball and went {or
+he Plasﬁc eg9-

T gave it a i+tle shake, and when T heard the
sound it made, T knew EXACTLY what was inside.

T couldnt believe the Mmaic 8 Ball had led me
&irec‘H?‘ +o Meemaw s dinmh& rihs. I'f Pra{‘.ld{‘.ll;,'

ﬁaur&& i+ OWED me one for l:‘lfer?ﬂrhihs +'nu+‘5
hdFFthr:d r&r.r:h'!'l;,l.

Once T knew T had Meemaws ring, a MILLION
'I‘hnu‘-ah'l‘s went 'I‘hr‘ous}\ h?’ }\Ed&, and most of
'H'\Eh: ih"mh‘u’ec{ mj;ﬁ ?dck.
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But T remembered what Mom said would \-\n??eh

if someone ar.-h.m“y FOUND +he ring. And even
-I'\wuush T could Pra{:—ably sell i+ for saod mohey, *'s
not worth breakihs up +he fansily over it.

So T 4ock +he eqq and hid i+ where nobaéy will
1cih.:.J: i+, or at least not for a wl'\ﬂt. But if Ilm

ever hard up for -::nsh, T khow T can niwnfs go
to the S?O+ between Tickles four and five +o 3?_1'
out of a _jam.




Mnhdn}{
The Ma&ic 8 Ball rnisﬁﬂ be 30&:1 for hei?iha out

with +he little decisions, bot T ﬁsurc the BIG

onhes are up +o me,

So at lunch +ada>’ T went +o the back of +he
lime where Rc-wle?l was sitting and asked him if he
wanted to come sit with ME. And five seconds
later i+ was just like old times.

1: kh.ow Mom s dlw:l)ys Sdplihﬂ {riehds come nhc{ go
nh& deil?r i$ -Farwer, nhd mn?riﬁe ‘H‘m'FS true.

But ?{aur ‘Fu.r*ily' isnt gohna be Jr'nere w‘hth M.EEHE?I

]"".ihso thdsts P{ou wi-l']n his belt on }'cur* wny }\cm'.
from_school.
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Tm sure me and Rawley will get in another

{iah-f somewhere down the road and then well 90
'l‘hruuah +his drama all over again. But for now,

wejrt g0 ac.Jl A

Or at least until the YEARBOOK comes out. But
T ‘Fi_aurt we _can ulwa;:s deal with THAT later on.

Cutest Couple
Rowley & Abigail
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