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National Geographic Readers: Barack

Obama

By: Caroline Crosson Gilpin

Learn all about our 44th President and his legacy as a barrier-

breaker and a picneer.
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*No matter who you are, no
matter what you look like,

no matter where you come
‘ from, here in America, you
,9 can make it if you try.”

[t was cold on January 20, 2009. He ralsed his hand and swore to
Barack Hussein Obama stood 1n protect the country. The crowd
front of the waiting crowd. cheered for America’s first African-

American president.

© &)



Barack Obama

was born
in 1961 in

His mother

was from

His father

was from

Kenya, Africa. They met as college

students at the University of Hawaii.

His favorite
children’s book
is Where the

@ \ Wild Things Are.

Hawai, U.S.A.

Kansas, U.S.A.

Obama never really knew his father.

When he was just two years old, his
father moved away. When Obama
was six, his mother remarried and
had another child. The family moved
across the Pacific Ocean to Indonesia.

Obama spent lots of time with his

stepfather. He taught Obama to box.




childhood

After four years, his mother wanted

a better education for her children.
She sent Obama back to Hawan to
stay with his grandparents. There, he
attended the Punahou School.

Obama played on the basketball

Hawaii had many multiracial
(MULL-tee R AY-shul) families,

but few African Americans.

team and did well in his classes.
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black students at his school.

SOUTH

racific g | a He started to notice racism there.

( \ MULTIRACIAL: Having parents k

ORDS  of more than one race
to KNOW ' pACISM: The belief that certain
¥

‘ ‘ ‘ ‘l‘ races are superior to others y ®




Obama felt different from other
students and wished his father
was there to teach him about his

African tamily.

When Obama was ten, his father

came to visit

him from Kenya.
Obama was excited
to spend a
whole

month with

his dad.
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Obama’s father visited Punahou

School. He spoke to the class about

Kenya. Obama was sad when he left.

[t was the last time he ever saw

his father.

Obama was
called “Barry”
before he
went to college.
Then he began using
his full name, Barack. @



You already know Barack Obama
1s the first African-American
president. But do you know these

other “firsts’’?

Barack Obama
is the first
president to
own and use a
smartphone.

ﬂbama ona call durlng hl5 2012 pl’ESIdEﬂ'l‘iEﬂ campalgn
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Barack Obama
is the first U.S.

the Nobel Peace AR
Prize during his first fé A
year as president. Y /;,. .

Barack Obama is the
first African-American
president of the
Harvard Law Review.

- The Law Review s a

respected magazine
published by students

at Harvard Law School.
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Harvard Law Review

Barack Obamais the
first president from
Hawaii. His mother and
grandparents moved
there in 1960.

State flag of Hawaii
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Obama lived in New York City; =2
New York, during college. He saw

how racism was aftecting the lives

of poor black Americans. Many had
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no money. Others had no jobs. This

Obama signing up voters

bothered Obama. He wanted to -

help people improve their lives. Obama graduated from college

and moved to Chicago, Illinois.

He became a community organizer.

He helped poor people find homes

they could f\

RDS
atford and ﬁ?{ﬂnw COMMUNITY

l “" ¥ ORGANIZER: A

leader who works
to improve neighborhoods
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In 1982, Obama’s tather died.
Obama traveled to Kenya and ' g N

Obama at Harvard Law School in 1990 ko

.

met all his African relatives.

His father had been a leader there.

That made Obama want to be a

leader himself. How could he start?
Obama thought he should become
a lawyer. He applied to Harvard
University, where his father had

attended. He studied hard and

graduated with high honors.

Obama with his
African relatives Obama is six feet
one inch tall.




[ﬂ bama teaching a class at ]

the University of Chicago

Now Obama was ready to use

his education. He wanted to help
others be treated fairly. He moved
back to Chicago to work as a

civil rights lawyer. He also taught

law classes to college students.

Obama dreamed of doing

important things. He decided to

run for the Illinois State Senate.

He won the election in 1996.

In 2004, he won the election for an

even bigger job—U.S. senator.

Barack and Michelle Y
. | Obama were married
in Chicago in 1992.
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CIVIL RIGHTS
LAWYER: A lawyer
who makes sure
people receive
fair and equal
treatment

SENATOR: One
kind of elected

member of
the United States
government
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In 2004, Barack Obama was asked

to give the main speech at the
Democratic National Convention.
This was an important event.

He wrote the speech himself and
became famous for it. His speech

gave people hope for the future.

In'His Own

“There is not a Black
America and White America
and Latino America and
Asian America—there’s the

United States of America.”’ -
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People wanted the government to
change. Obama thought he could

do that. So he decided to run for
president. His campaign (kam-PANE)
slogans were “Yes We Can” and

“Change We Can Believe In.”
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How could Obama win? He was parack Sasha Malla

and Michelle Obama
just 47 years old, very young to be on Exection Higit 2008
president. His campaign did not

have a lot of money, and there had

never been a black president before.

Obama didn’t let this stop him.
He used the Internet to organize

volunteers and to raise IMONnCcY.

On Election Day in November,
2008, Barack Obama won!

He became the first African-
American president. The White

House was Obama’s new home.
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Obama has eight half brothers
and sisters, from his mother’s
and father's other
marriages.

Obama can speak
Spanish.

Obama likes to play
Scrabble.

Obama's heroes are Martin
Luther King, Jr., and
Mahatma Gandhi.

Obama owns a red pair of
boxing gloves once owned
by Muhammad

Ali.




In his first term as president,

Obama had many goals. He wanted
to bring home U.S. soldiers who
were fighting overseas. He wanted

more people to have health care.

And he wanted more f—\
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Obama worked hard to meet his
goals. But the problems Americans
face are very hard to fix. After four
years, Obama wanted more time
to make changes. In 2012, he ran

for a second term and won!

1996 2004 2007

Wins election Delivers main speech Announces

to the lllinois at Democratic he will run for
Senate National Convention; president of the

elected U.S. senatorin United States

@ November

A new president

will take over 1n
2017. But for

now, there 1s still ‘

; ’f" :
In'His Own Words:

“The best way to not feel hopeless is to get

up and do something. Don’t wait for good
. things to happen to you. If you go out
and make some good things happen, you
will fill the world with hope, you will fill
vourself with hope.”

much to do.

2008 2009 2012

Elected 44th Wins Nobe| Wins second term
president of the Peace Prize as U.S. president

United States in November




See how many questions you
can get right! Answers are at the

bottom of page 31.

Barack Obama is the

president of the United States.
A. 30th
B. 44th
C. 12th

D. 4oth

What are the two first dogs’
names?

A. Martha and Murphy
B. Bode and Maggie

C. Bo and Sunny

D. Splash and Roscoe

Obama first became famous in
politics when he
A. Moved to Chicago

B. Gave an important speech
C. Got married

D. Traveled to Kenya

Obama graduated from Punahou
High School. Which state is it in?
A. Indonesia

B. Hawaii

C. California

D. New York

Before becoming president, What year was Obama elected to

Obama worked as a be a U.S. senator?

A. Community organizer A. 1992

B. Law professor B.1996 o _ﬁmvrmgi .

C. U.S. senator C. 2004 1P RETE i
D. All of the above D. 2012 t = —
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CIVIL RIGHTS LAWYER: A lawyer
who makes sure people receive
fair and equal treatment

{ ...,: . - 1
MULTIRACIAL: Having parents
of more than one race

SENATOR: One kind of elected
member of the United

States government
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COMMUNITY ORGANIZER:
A leader who works to
improve neighborhoods
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RACISM: The belief that
certain races are superior
to others

TERM: A fixed or limited
period of time
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