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For Kinsey —B. K.

Not much is known about Cleopatra. Myths and legends about her have survived, but how much of them

is true is unknown. Much of the early information about Cleopatra came from a book about Mark Antony
called Life of Antony. The Greek historian Plutarch wrote it more than 100 years after Cleopatra died. Almost
all images of Cleopatra’s likeness made during her lifetime are gone. The coin with her likeness on page &
is one of the only images of her that remains. The cover art shows what Cleopatra might have looked like at
age 18, at the beginning of her reign as queen of Egypt. Although she was queen of Egypt, current research
suggests that she was of Greek heritage, as she is portrayed on the cover. The art throughout this book
depicts many different interpretations of Cleopatra.

The lotus flower, featured throughout the book, closes at night and opens during the day. In ancient Egypt,
it became a symbaol of the sun and creation. The yellow borders at the top of the pages illustrate a type of
paper made from the stalks of the papyrus plants that grew wild along the Nile River.
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a drawing of Cleopatra
by Michelangelo

Cleopatra was queen of Egypt more
than 2,000 years ago. Today, she is
still one of history’s most famous
queens. Books and plays have been
written about her. Movies have
been made about her life. Those
stories show what writers think

she was like. The truth 1s there are
many things we do not know about
Cleopatra.

Her letters and other writings were

lost. Images and statues of her
Elizabeth Taylor

starred in the movie

made during her lifetime are gone.
Cleopatra in 1963.

They would have oftered important
clues about what Cleopatra was
like. Without them, much of her life
1S a mystery.

a modern pin that
pictures Cleopatra




A'Beauty Queen?

Some people have said Cleopatra
was a great beauty. Others said

she was pleasant looking but had a
hooked nose and a pointed chin.

It was the way she talked and acted
that made her beautiful. This coin is
one of the only images of Cleopatra

from her time that has been found. ' : - Map Key

} BN Roman Empire,
44 B.C.

—— Present-day
country boundaries
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In His Own Words

"The attraction of her person,
joining with the charm of

her conversation, and the
character that attended

all she said or did, was
something bewitching.”
—Plutarch, Greek historian
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Cleopatra was born in the city of Alexandria,
Egypt, in 69 B.C. Her ancestors, or family
from earlier generations, were originally
from Greece.
But they had
ruled Egypt
for more
than 250

years.

a statue that some believe shows
Cleopatra’s father, Ptolemy XlI

The calendar we use today began with the
year A.0. 1. Cleopatra lived before that time.
Her calendar ended in the year 1 s.c. On that
calendar, the years were counted backward, like
negative numbers on a number line, to the year 1 B.c.
For example, Cleopatra was born in 69 B.c. She
turned five years old in 64 B.c.
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Historians use Roman
numbers as a way to tell
Cleopatra’s family members
apart. In that numbering
system, the capital letter
|=1,V=5,and X =10. Letters
are added together to make
larger numbers.

Xll=12
X+l+1=12
1MM+1+1=12

A smaller letter placed in
front of a large one means
to subtract.

XIV=14
X+[V-1l=14
10+(5-1=14

detail of a mosaic
showing Alexander
the Great in battle

The first person in Cleopatra’s family to rule
Egypt was named Ptolemy (TAHL-uh-mee).
He arrived in Egypt with Alexander the Great,
a king from northern Greece. Alexander took
over Egypt in 332 B.C. Ptolemy was a general
in his army. When Alexander died, Ptolemy
became ruler of Egypt. Historians call him
Ptolemy I (the first).



Alexandria was a center for learning.
Scholars came from all over the world to
study there. The city had the largest library

in the world. It had thousands of scrolls
written in many different languages.

Most girls did not go to school. It was
different for Cleopatra. As a member of

the ruling family, she got a good education.

She studied history, science, medicine, and
math. She read the work of important
writers. She also learned to speak many
languages.
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This marble statue is believed to be Cleopatra.
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a picture by Harold Oakley
of the famous Lighthouse
of Alexandria

In His Own Words

“It was a pleasure merely
to hear the sound of her
voice, with which, like an
instrument of many strings,
she could pass from one
language to another.”
—Plutarch, Greek historian
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When Cleopatra was a child growing up
in Egypt, from about 68 to 52 B.C., life
was very different from how it is now.

TOYS AND GAMES:




Cleopatra’s father died in 51 B.c. He left his
throne to Cleopatra and her younger
brother, known by historians as Ptolemy
XIIT (the thirteenth). He was only 10 or 11
years old. He was not very interested in
ruling a country. That gave Cleopatra
freedom to rule the way she wanted.

But Ptolemy XIII's advisers did not want
Cleopatra to have so much power. They
helped Ptolemy take control of the throne.
Cleopatra either left or was forced out of
Alexandria. She went to the country of
Syria (SEAR-ree-uh). There she raised a
small army. By 48 B.c., she was ready to
return to Alexandria to fight her brother
and his advisers for the throne.

me believe that this may
e a statue of Cleopatra.

! As queen of Egypt,
~/ Cleopatra became
Cleopatra ViI.

- \FACTY

ADVISER: a person
who gives advice




This painting is by Jean-Léon Gérome. In it, the artist
shows what he thinks may have happened when
Cleopatra spoke with Caesar. Next to Cleopatra is the

Luck was on Cleopatra’s side. Julius rug in which she was supposedly hidden.
Caesar (JUE-lee-us SEA-zur), a powerful

R oman general, had just arrived in

Alexandria. He settled into the palace as
an unwelcome guest.

Cleopatra wanted Caesar’s help to win
back the throne. But her brother’s soldiers
were guarding the palace.To talk to Caesar,
she had to get past them.

One night, Cleopatra and a trusted friend
sailed into Alexandria. It 1s not certain how
Cleopatra got inside the palace. Legend
(LEJ-und) says her friend rolled her up in a
rug. Then he carried her into the palace

as 1f the rug were
a gift for Caesar.

16




Cleopatra had the whole night to talk to
Caesar. [t did not go as she had hoped.
People of that time did not believe a
woman should rule a country without a
king. Caesar wanted to end the fight
between Cleopatra and her brother and
make them co-rulers again.

Ptolemy XIII and his advisers did not
like that idea. They wanted to get rid of
Cleopatra. They could not do that with
Caesar helping her. So they went to
war against Caesar. After a hard fight,
Caesar’s soldiers defeated (dee-FEE-ted)
Ptolemy’s army. Ptolemy drowned in
the Nile River.

a wood engraving of Julius Caesar from the 19th century
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1‘:1:‘“! Caesar was 52 years old
and an important general.
Cleopatra was only 21, but
she was smart. She could also talk
easily to everyone she met. Caesar
liked those things about her.




a painting of Cleopatra’s boat on the Nile by Henri Pierre Picou

Caesar and Cleopatra celebrated their
victory with a cruise. They floated down
the Nile River in a long, flat boat called
a barge. People lined up along the banks
of the river to see them.The trip showed
the people of Egypt that Cleopatra was
queen again.

20
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After a few weeks, Caesar went back to
Rome. Before he left, he made Cleopatra a
co-ruler with her youngest brother. He was
about 12 years old. In history he is known
as Ptolemy XIV (the fourteenth).

People from Eqypt believed their rulers were gods and
goddesses. Cleopatra sometimes dressed to look
like Isis, a powerful Egyptian goddess.

» from about 1360 e.c.

Bysov poEm




In June, 47 B.cC., Cleopatra gave birth to
a son. She named him Ptolemy Caesar.
He was named for Julius Caesar. To
historians, he 1s known as Ptolemy XV
(the fifteenth).

Caesar wanted Cleopatra to join him in
Rome. A year later, in 46 B.C., she arrived
with her son and her brother Ptolemy XIV.
The Roman people did not welcome
them. After all, Cleopatra was a queen
from another country.

Rumors spread. People said Caesar planned
to make himself king of the empire of

R ome. Cleopatra would be his queen.

But Caesar already had a wife. People also

feared that Alexandria would replace the

This painting from the 1600s of Caesar
and Cleopatra is by Pietro da Cortona.

22, 23

city of Rome as the empire’s capital.



Members of the Roman Senate then turned
against Caesar. They stabbed him to death at

a meeting on March 15, 44 B.C.

Cleopatra was no longer safe in Rome.

She left the country with her son and her
brother. Soon after they returned to Egypt,
her brother disappeared. It 1s not clear

what happened to him. Cleopatra made her
three-year-old son her co-ruler. Once again,
she was in control.

On the Roman
calendar,
March 15 was
known as the Ides of

March. Today, a
popular saying is:
"Beware the ldes of
March.” It is a warning
of danger ahead.

SENATE: the group
that made laws
in Rome
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After Caesar’s death, two men rose to
power in Rome. They agreed to rule as
a team. Mark Antony ruled the eastern
part of the empire of Rome. Octavian
(ock-TAY-vee-un) ruled the west.



Me

Egypt was a rich nation, and
Rome had a strong army.
Antony needed money

to fight wars to take over
new lands. Cleopatra wanted
protection for Egypt from
other countries. Antony
believed they could help
each other.

In 41 B.C., he traveled to the
city of Tarsus in present-
day Turkey. He sent messages
asking Cleopatra to meet
him there. She did not reply.
She made him wait.

26,

a painting of Cleopatra meeting Mark Antony
by Sir Lawrence Alma-Tadema
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Finally, she arrived on a barge trimmed
with gold. It had purple sails and silver
oars. Young women steered the barge and
worked the sails’ ropes. Young men fanned
the queen to keep her cool.

@
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On Cleopatra’s barge, Antony
and his friends ate from silver
and gold plates and cups that
were decorated with jewels. After the
meal, Cleopatra sent the plates and
cups home with her guests.

T i e e e

u m r.m. w i

e
nrrF-.ri.-_ﬂ

Antony and Cleopatra spent more
time together. They played games
and went hunting and fishing. Some
nights they dressed as servants. Then
they roamed the streets, knocking on
doors and playing tricks on people.

[n Rome, some of Antony’s

friends and family started

a war with Octavian.

This 1740s painting by Giovanni Battista
Tiepolo is called “The Banquet of Cleopatra.”

They were defeated,
but their actions
For the next four nights, Antony and created problems for
Antony. He needed
to let Octavian know
he had nothing to do

with that war.

Cleopatra feasted. They also talked
about how they could help each other.
Cleopatra returned to Alexandria, and
Antony soon followed.

sculpture of

@ Mark Antony @
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LOYAL: faithful or trusted

In 40 B.C., Antony
went back to
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Some believe parts of this document
were written by Cleopatra.

Rome to make
up with Octavian.

Once again, they
agreed to work
as a team. To make _ ¥ i
their de;ﬂ SO nger, a statue believed to be of

: Cleopatra from around 51 to 30 B.c.
Antony married
Octavian’s sister. [t was a way for Antony

to show that he was loyal to Octavian.

The news of Antony’s marriage might
have made Cleopatra sad. But she kept
busy with the business of being queen.
She met with leaders of other countries.
She repaired temples and built ships

for a stronger navy.

30,
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Members of the Roman Senate then turned
against Caesar. They stabbed him to death at
a meeting on March 15, 44 B.c.

Cleopatra was no longer safe in Rome.

She left the country with her son and her
brother. Soon after they returned to Egypt,
her brother disappeared. It is not clear

what happened to him. Cleopatra made her
three-year-old son her co-ruler. Once again,
she was in control.

15 a
;h;tcr! On the Roman
calendar,
March 15 was
known as the Ides of
March. Today, a
popular saying is:
“Beware the Ides of
March.” It is a warning
of danger ahead.

Legend says Cleopatra
wrote about medicine
and math and how

to use makeup, but
those scrolls have not
been found.

Cleopatra was born more
than 2,000 years after
Egypt’s famous pyramids
were built.

In about a.p. 1623,
William Shakespeare,
a famous writer from

England, wrote a play

called Antony and
Cleopatra.

Cleopatra was the
richest woman in the
world during her time.
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Roman Empire, 44 B.C.

l Lands given to Cleopatra . A 4
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Cleopatra did not see Antony for more than
three years. It was business that brought
them together again. In 37 B.C., Antony was
planning to attack Parthia. That area now
includes the countries of Iraq and Iran.
Antony needed help from Cleopatra.

3

She gave Antony ships, soldiers, and
money for war. Antony gave Cleopatra
some Roman lands in the east. They
were areas that had once belonged to
Egypt, but they had been lost in wars.
Cleopatra wanted those lands to make

Egypt strong again.

Cleopatra wanted to make Egypt strong again,
as it had been many years before her time.




In 36 B.C., Antony went to war
against Parthia. He had a large,

This detail of an 1866 painting by Alexisvan  S\NI Wil /|48 strong army, but the leaders from
Hamme shows Cleopatra sitting with Antony. i

Parthia had planned well. They
defeated Antony’s army.

In Rome, Octavian wanted more
power. He tried to turn people
against Antony. He said Antony

gave away Roman lands to
Cleopatra. He also said Antony

was under Cleopatra’s evil spell.
Octavian wanted to go to war
against Antony. He knew that
was not a good idea, though.
Antony still had many friends in
Rome. So Octavian declared war
on Egypt. He believed Antony
would help Cleopatra in that
fight. Octavian was right.

37
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“The Battle of Actium” by Neroccio de’ Landi

On September 2, 31 B.c., Antony and
Cleopatra met Octavian 1n a sea battle near
Greece. The Roman ships trapped Antony
and Cleopatra’s ships. Cleopatra was able to
break free and Antony followed her. They
sailed to Alexandria knowing Octavian
would follow them.They planned to fight

Octavian on land, but their soldiers gave up.

They did not want to fight the strong
Roman army.

38
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It was unusual for
awoman to go to
war, but Cleopatra
commanded her own fleet
of 60 ships.

Cleopatra made
plans to escape. She
could begin a new
life in another
country. Maybe
someday she could
return to Egypt.
That plan fell apart
when soldiers

burned her ShlPS & a wood engraving from

= the 1800s of Cleopatra ¥
. inthe Battle of Actium f :
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A story is often told that Antony heard a
rumor that Cleopatra had died. He was so
upset that he stabbed himself with his sword.
Then a messenger brought news.

| This painting called "The Death of Cleopatra™ is by Louis-Marie Baader.

Cleopatra was

No one knows if that story 1s true. It is also
not clear how Cleopatra died. It is likely she
took her own life because she did not want

still alive. Antony
was carried
to Cleopatra.
He died

in her arms.

to become Octavian’s prisoner. One legend

~ says she allowed herself to be bitten by a
deadly snake. Others say she took some kind
of poison. Historians do know, though, that

A detail of a painting by Pompeo Batoni from the 1700s.
The painting shows Cleopatra holding Mark Antony at his death.

she died in August in the year 30 B.C.

69 B.c. 51 B.C. 49 B.C. 48 B.C. 47 B.C.

Cleopatrais born Becomes co-ruler Is forced out of Eqypt Meets Julius Caesar Begins her rule with her
with her brother, by her brother and youngest brother, Ptolemy XIV
Ptolemy XIII his advisers

40, 41



Octavian took control of Egypt. Some say he
had his soldiers destroy statues and pictures of
Cleopatra to get rid of any memories of the
powerful queen. Others say those images
were destroyed over time by war and nature.

Hundreds of years later, the section of
Alexandria where Cleopatra had lived was
gone. It was wiped out by earthquakes and
flooding. Even now, much of it lies in the
Mediterranean Sea. But Cleopatra’s legend
lives on. More than 2,000 years later, her
story s still being told.Yet much of her life
remains a mystery.

44 B.C. 41 B.C. 37 B.C.

Julius Caesar is Meets Mark Gets back lands that

killed Antony once belonged to
Egypt

42,

Archaeologists off the coast of
Alexandria uncover marble statue parts.

An archaeologist
searches for
Cleopatra’s tomb
in the Osiris
Temple ruins.

The top of a granite
colossus is brought
to the water’s surface
in Aboukir Bay.

318B.C. 30 B.C.

Is defeated by Octavian in Dies in August
a sea battle



A



DEFEAT: to win a victory
over sormeone
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RUMOR: information not

proved to be true
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ADVISER: a person who
gives advice about what

should be done

ITALY

Heme,
el TURKEY
ACTHam EHEEEE 3
Cruta SYRILA

CYPRUS

Cyrene,
Jerumalem,
Alsiandria,

LIBYA

EMPIRE: a group of
countries or areas under the

rule of one government

SCHOLAR: a person who
studies and learns a lot
about something

CO-RULER: someone who rules

DECLARE:
announce or say

together with another

LOYAL.:

LEGEND: a story from the
past believed by many
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SCROLL: a roll of writing SENATE: the group that
material used before books made laws in Rome

were invented



The name Cleopatra means
“glory of her father.” On this
stone tablet, Cleopatra’s name
is written using hieroglyphs,
ancient Egyptian writing.

Cleopatra was the only
member of her family

who learned to speak the
Egyptian language. Other
family members spoke only
Greek. This photo shows
the Egyptian language on
part of an old scroll.
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