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Dear Parent: ‘s ﬂ___,

Congratulations! Your chald 15 taking e s
the first steps on an exciting journey.
The destination? Independent reading!

STEP INTO READING® will help vour child get there. The program offers
five steps to reading success, Each step includes fun stories and colorful art.
There are alzo Step into Reading Sticker Books, Step into Reading Math
Readers, Step into Reading Phonics Readers, Step into Reading Write-In
Readers, and Step into Reading Phonics Boxed Sets—a complete literacy
program with something to interest every child,

Learning to Read, Step by Step!

Ready to Read Preschool-Kindergarten

*+ big type and easy wards « rhyme and rhythm = picture clues
For children who know the alphabet and are eager to
begin reading,

Reading with Help Preschool-Grade 1

= hasic vocabulary = short sentences = simple stories

For children who recognize familiar words and sound out
new words with help.

Reading on Your Own Grades 1-3
= gngaging characters = easy-to-follow plots = popular topics
For children who are ready to read on their own,

Reading Paragraphs Grades 2-3

* challenging vocabulary * short paragraphs + exciting stories
For newly independent readers who read simple sentences
with confidence,

Ready for Chapters Grades 2-4

* chapters * longer paragraphs = full-color art

For children who want to take the plunge into chapter books
bt stall hke colorful pictures,

STEP INTO READING® is designed to give every child a successful
reading experience. The grade levels are only guides. Children can progress
through the steps at their own speed, developing confidence in their
reading, no matter what their grade.

Remember, a lifetime love of reading starts with a single step!
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Dedication

For my boy, Luther, and his buddy
Asher—it’s fun watching you two together.
—C.M.H.

For my son, Ryan, who is learning to
eat his veggies
—B.S.
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There was a new superhero in town.
His name was Veggieman,

but he had another name, too—
Wedgieman.



His new name was a mistake.
But it was the children’s favorite!
“Yay! Wedgieman!” they cheered.



Wedgieman was strong,



he could fly,



he had X-ray eyes,

and he really liked vegetables.



“I will fight crime and make sure
children eat their vegetables!”
said Wedgieman.

Crunch! He bit some celery.



Wedgieman was happy.




There was a bad guy.

He lived on the other side of town.
The bad guy’s name was Larry.

“I need a better name,” said Larry.

He thought, and thought, and thought.



Finally, he said, “I know!
I’ll call myself Bad Dude!”
Bad Dude made himself a
bad dude outfit.

“Perfect!” said Bad Dude.



His brain was filled with bad ideas.
Bad Dude was happy.






The inventions were incredible
and amazing,

but Bad Dude had made them,
so they were also dangerous . . .
and bad.

It was safe to say that Bad
Dude was the baddest

dude in town.



Bad Dude went to the bottom of a hill.
He had one of his inventions with him.
It was a big, heavy machine.




It is not easy to get
a big, heavy thing up a hill.
Bad Dude did a lot of sweating.




Finally, he made it.
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“I love this Make-Things-Disappear
Machine,” said Bad Dude,

and he gave the machine a pat.

Bad Dude had a plan.

It was a bad plan.

A bad plan with two parts.



Part one: Zap everything
on the playground.



Part two: Make all the children work

in the Bad Dude factory!
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Bad Dude smiled

and pointed his machine
at the playground slide.
“Part one!” he shouted,
and pushed a button.
ZAP!



FLUMP!

The slide disappeared,
and a small girl fell on her bottom.



“Perfect!” said Bad Dude,
and he laughed an evil laugh.



At first the girl was surprised.
Then she was sad.
“Waaaaahhh!” cried the girl.
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Back on the other side of town,
Wedgieman heard the girl.

“Oh no! Someone is in trouble!”
said Wedgieman.




He jumped into the air
and flew off to help.



Wedgieman landed on the playground.
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The children pointed to a hill.
“Up there!” they cried.



Wedgieman ran up the hill.
He saw Bad Dude and his big machine.




“Who are you? Stop at once!”
said Wedgieman.

“Never!” said Bad Dude.
“I’m Bad Dude,

and you can’t stop me!”



Bad Dude gave Wedgieman an evil grin.
He pointed his machine and said,
“Now I will make you disappear!”
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“Yikes!” said Wedgieman.

“You are a bad dude!

Stop at once!”

“Try and make me!” said Bad Dude.
“Okay!” said Wedgieman.






And then the fight was over.
Wedgieman was the winner.

The big, heavy machine was broken.
Bad Dude was trapped on the ground.




A small boy pointed to Bad Dude.
The boy started to laugh.

“D-u-d-e spells doodie,” said the boy.
“No it doesn’t!” said Bad Dude.




Bad Dude was angry.



“Boo, Bad Doodie! Doodie!
Doodie!” shouted the children.



Now Bad Dude was really angry.



Wedgieman shook his head.

He looked at the happy children.
“Don’t be angry,” said Wedgieman.
“These children can’t help it.

They can’t spell.”

Bad Dude didn’t care about spelling.
He was still mad.




THE END—OR IS IT?

It was time to take Bad Dude to jail.
“Evil never wins,” said Wedgieman.
He picked up Bad Dude and
slung him over his shoulder.




“Give him a wedgie!”
shouted the children.
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Wedgieman looked at Bad Dude.
Bad Dude looked worried.
Wedgieman had a different idea.




“Wedgie after veggie,” said Wedgieman.




He passed out a healthy snack.
There was enough celery for everyone.
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The children ate quickly.
After the last bite, they shouted,
“Wedgie time! Wedgie time! Wedgie time!”



They jumped up and
down with excitement.



“Okay,” said Wedgieman.
Bad Dude shook his head.



“Don’t worry, Bad Dude,”
said Wedgieman.
“The wedgies are only for me.”






He turned around
and looked over his
shoulder.




“This one’s the Celery!”

he called back.

And then he did it!

It was an awesome wedgie.
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“Yay! Wedgieman!”

cheered the children.
“Wedgieman is our hero!”
shouted a girl.

Wedgieman picked up Bad Dude
and walked toward the jail.
Everyone was happy,

even Bad Dude.



: 3 reading on your own

s time for your Wt this book is about . .. f__;.;.. (

pick your favarite Wedgieman to _the Rescue |

spot to read. Superhero Wedgieman meets supervillain

This is going to be Bad Dude! Can Wedgieman save the children —
a great book! from Bad Dude's evil plan?

Learning to Read, Step by Step!

Ready to Read Preschool-Kindergarten

=

Reading with Help Preschool-Grade 1

®

Reading on Your Own Grades 1-3

Is your child comfortable tackling new words? Does your
child like to read on his or her own? It's time for Step 3.
Engaging Characters = Easy-to-Follow Plots=Popular Topics

Reading Paragraphs Grades 2-3
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To learn about
all the Steps,
turn to page 1.

Ready for Chapters Grades 2-4
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